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The Royal Navy Concession Postal Rates 1795 – 1913 
GERALD J. ELLOTT 

 
 
One of the first notices which may have applied to Naval Officers was dated 

1743, “All letters directed to Officers, Soldiers & others belonging to or 

attending on the British Army…” 

 

24 October 1743 GPO Notice 

“All letters directed to Officers, Soldiers & others belonging to or attending on 

the British Army in the Austrian Netherlands, will be sent from the General Post 

Office to London free from foreign postage, but from all other parts of the 

country the inland postage to London must be prepaid. 

Ref. Salt 

 

1793 Redirection of Letters 

The Solicitor to the Post Office gave judgement that there were no Clauses in 

any Act of Parliament under which mail redirected to a Commissioned or Non-

Commissioned Officer might travel free of re-direction charge. 

Ref Dibden 

 

1794 

The Postmaster General issued notice that henceforth until an order in Council 

might be made the first postage only on re-directed military and naval mail, 

was to be charged. 

Ref Dibden 
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5 May 1795 - Seamen serving in the Royal Navy were granted special 

concession postal rates, granted under Act 35 George III Cap 53, which 

allowed Non-commissioned Officers, Seamen and Private Men, in the Navy and 

Army whilst on service to send and receive letters at a low rate of postage.  

Postal Rates were dealt with under the following Clauses: 

Clause VII - Single letters from such privileged persons, One Penny, Prepaid. 

Clause VIII - Single letters to such privileged persons (to be sent unpaid) One 

Penny to be paid on delivery. 

Note 

To obtain the concession rates, all letters had to be endorsed as follows: 

“…written upon every such Letter, in the Hand Writing of and signed by the 

Commanding Officer, for the Time being of the Ship or Vessel…the Name of 

such Commanding Officer, and of the Ship… commanded by him.” 

 

 
25 August 1796 HMS Marlborough, Plymouth Sound, Revolutionary Wars (1793-1802) 
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5 May 1795 Act 35 George III Cap 53 
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25 March 1803 – Act 43 George III Cap 28 (Ireland) 
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25 March 1803 - Act 43 George III Cap 28. 

An Act for granting to His Majesty certain Rates and Duties upon Letters and 

Packets sent by the Post within Ireland. 

Clause 18 - Single Letters from privileged persons (as described in the 5 May 

1795 act George III Cap 53) by the Post in Ireland shall pay only One Penny 

each single letter.  Letters if sent to them and if prepaid the Penny in Great 

Britain, no charge to be made. 

Clause 20 - Single letters sent to them if sent unpaid, only One Penny to be 

charged on delivery. 

 

Letters sent to privileged persons serving in Ireland could now be either 

prepaid the penny or if sent unpaid pay only the penny was to be charged on 

delivery.   

 

1 August 1806 – Act 46 George III Cap 92 (16 July 1806) –  

To take effect from 1 August 1806 - Clause V, repealed the original Clauses (5 

May 1795 Clauses VII & VIII) 

Clause VI - Single letters from seamen, One Penny prepaid. 

 

Clause VII - Seamen may receive single letters, free of postage if prepaid One 

Penny. (This appears to be approval to receive pre-paid letters) 

 

Clauses VIII & IX - Extended the privilege rates to Serjeant, Corporal, 

Trumpeter, Drummer, Fifer and Private Soldier... 

 

Clause X - Not to extend to Officers. 
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Note  

To obtain the concession rates, all letters had to be now endorsed as follows: 

With the name of the Writer, and his Class or Description in the Ship or Vessel 

to which he belong,, shall be superscribed, and provided  also written upon 

every such Letter, in the Hand Writing of and signed by the  Officer, having at 

the Time the command of the Ship or Vessel his Name and the name of the 

Ship or Vessel commanded by him.  

This was the first time that the writer’s details were required and the term 

Commanding Officer has been changed to Officer in Command at the Time.  

 

August 1811 - General Post Office Notice No. 13.  

Concession rate letters were only applicable from the British Dominions, 

provided there was a regular Packet Boat mail service; otherwise the letters 

would be treated as "Ship Letters" 

 

Clause I - No single letter from a Seaman shall be charged a higher rate than 

One Penny, to be prepaid. 

Clause 2 - No single letter directed to a seaman shall be charged a higher rate 

than One Penny, to be prepaid. 

Clause 3 - privilege cannot be enjoyed where there are no Packet Boats.  

Clause 4 - Commissioned or Warrant Officers, Midshipmen or Masters' Mates, 

Captains' Clerks, Schoolmasters, Caulkers, Ropemakers, armourers, Mates 

and Cooks, Masters at Arms, and Master Sail-Makers are precluded. 

Clause 10 - Money Orders cannot be folded up and passed as letters for One 

Penny, but must be enclosed in letters which are then liable to double or treble 

postage, or if folded and sent as a single letter full postage to be charged. 
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September 1813 - General Post Office Notice No. 13 - 

Clause 1 - Seamen and Soldiers within any Part of His Majesty's Dominions to 

and from which there are regular Mails, can send and receive single Letters, on 

their own private Concerns only, while such Seamen or Soldier shall be 

employed on His Majesty's Service, and not otherwise, for ONE PENNY. 

Clause 2 - Letters from Seamen, the Penny must be paid at the Time it is put 

into the Post Office. 

Clause 3 - Letters to Seamen, the Penny must be paid at the Time it is put into 

the Post Office. 

 

To obtain the Concessions, all letters had to be endorsed by the Officer or 

other persons having at the time the command of the Ship, Vessel, 

Regiment, Corps, or Detachment.  

Other requirements included the name and rank of the Seaman, together with 

the name of the Ship... 

Again I would like to emphasis that it was not the "Commanding Officer" 

which was required to endorse the letter for the Concession rate, but Officer or 

other person in Command at the time"   

Examples are recorded where Warrant Officers endorsed the letters, this 

included Midshipmen, Gunners etc. 

Clause 4 - Confirmed that whilst the concession rates were applicable for 

Seamen and Soldiers serving throughout the British Dominions, the Rate was 

not applicable where there was no communication by Packet Boats, in which 

case the letters were subject to full Postage. 

Also included were diagrams how the letters were to be set out. 

Clause 5 - Listed the ranks of persons who were not eligible for the concession 

rates, Commissioned or Warrant Officers etc. 
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Clauses 6 - 9 - Set out the penalties for Officers who knowingly committed an 

error of judgement, relating to the concession rate enjoyed by Seamen and 

Soldiers, generally the sum of Five Pounds. 

Clause 10 - Set out the consequences faced by Seamen and Soldiers who 

committed a Misdemeanour. 

Clause 11 - Brought to the attention of Postmasters that Money Orders sent by 

such privileged persons, required the full Postage paid irrespective how they 

were sent, in some cases they had been folded in the shape of a letter. 

Clause 12 - Confirmed that due diligence by the Postmasters to ensure that all 

letters sent at the concession rate were on the PRIVATE concerns of the 

Seaman or Soldier. 

A Footnote “That Notice No. 13 issued 11 August 1811 was cancelled and the 

above to be used. 

It was the first time that the complete name of regiments had to be included as 

opposed to Initials. 

Reference Gerald Sattin, London Philatelist  

10 August 1813 – GPO Circular Letter (Scottish Additional ½ d Tax) 

Notice was given that the Tax did not apply to Concession Rate Letters, 

however if sent at the Full Rate, the ½ d Tax applied.  There was also the 

emphasis that the 1/2d could only be charged once irrespective of whether the 

letter was double or treble postage rate. 

 

11 July 1815 – Act 55 George III Cap 153 

Clause XXV - The provisions of Concession rates were extended to include 

Seamen (etc) of the Royal Navy when serving in “The East Indies” as well as 

Seamen (etc) serving in the “East India Company.” 

Letters could be received free of postage, and sent for 1d, provided all the 

regulations were followed. 
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1819 – Private Ships 

After 1819 all ships to and from India and the United Kingdom, which were 

carrying Mail were classified as “Private Ships”, as there was no existing  

“Packet” service.  

 

23 August 1823 = GPO Notice APPENDIX to No. 13 

Confirmed the exemptions granted to Seamen in the Navy in respect to postage 

of their letters whilst serving in the East Indies. 

Whilst setting out the details of the Act, it does not include a date when it came 

into effect. (Pity the poor Post Office Staff) 

 

NOTE 

23 August 1823 = GPO Notice APPENDIX to No. 13 

Confirmed the exemptions granted to Seamen in the Navy in respect to postage 

of their letters whilst serving in the East Indies. 

Whilst setting out the details of the Act, it does not include a date when it came 

into effect. (Pity the poor Post Office Staff) 

 

1 February 1824 – Act 4 George IV Cap 81 & 82 – AD 1823 

Clause LXXIII.  Extended the provisions of the previous Acts to include 

Seamen (etc) serving both in the East Indies and the Island of St. Helena. 

Letters could be received free, provided the letters had been paid One Penny 

on being posted, and when sending letters, payment had to be paid by the 

recipient 2d for the postage of each letter and a further 1d for the inland 

Postage (Three Pence total) provided the letters were received at one of His 

Majesty’s Post Offices in Great Britain or Ireland. Provided all the previous 

regulations had been complied with. 

Seamen (etc) could not pre-pay the postage on their letters home 
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1 February 1824 – Act 4 George IV Cap 81 & 82 – AD 182 
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August 1827 GPO Notice No. 17 ON SHIP LETTERS 
Confirmed that Letters of Seamen if sent for 1d each, could not be placed in the 
Ship Letter Bags, and if so sent, then they must be charged as other letters. 
The postage rates set out for other letters as follows:  
Clause 1 - In Vessels not Packet Boats, arriving from abroad (excluding the 
East Indies), are liable for Sea postage 8d single, 1s 4d double, plus Inland 
Rates. 
Clause 3 – Letters brought in ships and vessels from the Cape of Good Hope, 
Mauritius, Ceylon and the East Indies, are liable for sea postage of 4d for up to 
3 ounces and 1/- for each additional ounce, plus Inland Rates. 
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16 February 1828 GPO Notice To all Postmasters. 
 
Refers to provisions included in Notices No. 14, and that in future Letters 
addressed to Seaman at places abroad, where there is not any regular 
communication by Packets, postage will be 3d each, likewise from Seamen 
serving overseas, a charge of 3d, or if there is no expence to the revenue then 
only 1d will be charged in the same manner as those letters received from the 
East Indies.  All other Regulations and Restrictions apply.   
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10 July 1829 GPO Notice To all Postmasters 
 
Refers to the abuse of the system of concession letters, by Soldiers and 
Seamen, and any letters found to be fraudulent contrived will incur a postage 
of five shillings. 
 
1832 - GPO Notice No. 13 (Not Sighted) 
 
Appears to have been about the exemptions granted to Seamen in the Navy 
and Soldiers in the Army in respect to postage of their Letters 1d Concession 
Rate. 
 
7 February 1834 GPO Notice To all Postmasters 
 
Refers to articles in Notice No. 13, confirms that Money Orders, or a single 
piece of paper of any description, folded in the shape of Letters, and addressed 
to, or sent from a Soldier or Seaman, according to the Regulations, may be 
transmitted for the reduced Postage of One Penny in the same manner as 
Letters. 
 
If the Money Order is attached to the Letter and properly addressed they both 
be forwarded on payment of One Penny for the Letter and another for the 
Money Order. 
 

 

 
7 February 1834, HMS Rover, Malta, Entire Letter from Thomas Walker Seaman,  

Countersigned by J. F. Birch.  Framed cds PAID 1 APRIL 1834 
 
 
 
 



 

 15 

 
 

August 1835 GPO Notice No, 17 ON SHIP LETTERS 
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August 1835 GPO Notice No, 17 ON SHIP LETTERS  
 
The Notice No. 17  (August 1827), at present in use must be cancelled, and the 
following substituted. See alterations as to Ship Letters Outwards, in paragraph 
4 –(Alteration of standard rates) 
 
Paragraph 7 
 
Letters addressed to Soldiers and Seamen at St. Helena, Cape of Good Hope, 
The East Indies, New South Wales, Van Diemen’s Land, and Swan River (West 
Australia) are forwarded on the payment of One Penny; and to Ascension, St. 
Mary’s, Sierra Leone, and the Coast of Africa, on the payment of Three Pence. 
Soldier’s and Seamen’s Letters from such places are delivered in this Country 
for Three-pence each. 
 

1837 – Act 7 Gul. IV & 1 Vict.  Cap 34,35. 

Clause XL Confirmed those Seamen employed in Her Majesty’s Navy, within 

Her Majesty’s Dominions, whether at home or abroad, whilst such Seaman shall 

be actually employed in Her Majesty’s Service.  Also every Seaman employed 

in Her Majesty’s Navy in the East Indies, or in Ceylon, Mauritius, St. Helena, or 

the Cape of Good Hope, may both send and receive Single Letters by the Post, 

at the reduced Postage of One Penny for each single Letter. 

Regulations and Conditions as before “… 

Signed by the Officer in Charge at the Time…” 
 
NOTE 
Letters from Commissioned Officers or Warrant Officers, in the Navy, or Mid-
Shipmen, or Master’s Mates of the Navy, are not included in this provision. 
The following additional Postage Rates have to be carefully read, as the 
difference between the requirements for the One Penny Rate is quite minor. 
 
Whereas the Postage Rates for Seamen employed in Her Majesty’s Service or 
in the Service of the East India Company, in the East Indies, or in Ceylon, the 
Mauritius, Saint Helena, or the Cape of Good Hope, the Letters sent by them 
shall be charged to the Party receiving them with an additional Sea Postage of 
Two-pence each, as well as the Inland Postage of One Penny, making the 
whole Three-pence, unless they are delivered to the UK Post Offices free of 
expence in which case only the Inland Postage of One Penny shall be charged. 
All privileged persons under this enactment were exempt from extra charges 
under the Penny or Two-penny Posts. 
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10 January 1840 Treasury Warrant, introducing Inland Penny Postage 
 
This warrant confirmed that letters to and from soldiers and seamen employed 
in Her Majesty’s service abroad, and transmitted to or from the United Kingdom 
(provided that such Letters do not exceed half an ounce in weight) shall 
continue in force, subject to the existing regulations and liabilities respecting the 
same. 
 
Change from a “Single Sheet Letter” to the maximum weight of half an ounce.  
 
 

 
 

18 March 1842 HMS Malabar, Gibraltar. 
On guard against the Moorish Pirates who were active in the Mediterranean Sea. 

 
Entire Letter from James Risk, Seaman. 

 
 
 
Originally countersigned but appears to have been posted privately in London 4 
April 1842, with 1d Red GB postage adhesive (placed over the countersigning), 
and (Deptford Twopenny Post).  British Postage Stamps were not authorized for 
use on letters sent by Seaman serving overseas until 30 August 1850. 
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1 Sept. 1840 – Act 3 & 4 Vict.  Cap 96 Regulation of the Duties of Postage 

 

Clause LIII 

Confirmed that Letters to or from Seamen employed in Her Majesty’s Navy 

should now not exceed ½ ounce to obtain the concession rate, all regulations 

and requirements as previously.  

Confirmed that Letters had to be signed by the “Officer having at the Time the 

command of the Vessel or…” 

Clause LIV 

Confirmed that privilege Letters could also be sent by “Private Ships”, any 

gratuities payable to the Masters of such vessels in respect of such Letters shall 

in all cases be paid to the Post Office in addition to such Postage. 

Clause LV 

That the said Privilege (Enjoyed by Seamen) shall not extend to any Letters 

liable to any foreign Rates of Postage. 

  

2 September 1840 – GPO Notice No. 13 

This notice confirmed the details set out in the previous Act. 

Sailors’ Letters are not liable to any additional Postage on Re-Direction. 

Sailors’ Letters when sent or received by private Ships are liable to the Ship 

Letter Gratuities, in addition to the Postage. 

 

9 October 1841 

The Admiralty decided that Captain’s Stewards were entitled to the 1d 

Concession Rate. So many letters were now being sent in the Ship’ bags 

unpaid as quite often a seaman would not have any UK currency. 

Reference Dibden 
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12 May 1842 

The Post Office ordered that letters not prepaid would be charged 2d. 

Reference Dibden  

 

1843 Southampton Post Office Directory 

Letters can be sent abroad to any part to which there are Packet boats from this 

country, and to St. Helena, East Indies, and New South Wales, to non-

commissioned officers, captains stewards, soldiers and seamen, for 1d each, 

provided they do not weigh more than ½ oz each, and the name of the soldier or 

sailor, his class or description, and the name of the ship or regiment to which he 

belongs, be specified.  The Postage must be Pre-Paid.  If sent by private ship, 

charged 3d each.  3d is charged for the following places: River Gambia, Sierra 

Leone, Goree, Senegal, Ascension, and China. 

 

December 1844 

It was agreed that Newspapers might be transmitted free to places abroad if 

addressed to serving men and officers.  At the same time Seamen in the East 

India Company’s service were granted the privilege rate, to bring them into line 

with soldiers serving the same company. (See Treasury Warrant 1 January 1845)  

Reference Dibden  
 
1 January 1845 Treasury Warrant. 28 November 1844 
 
Directed that Seamen in the East India Company’s service be granted the 
concession postage rates, under the same conditions as presently enjoyed by 
seamen in Her Majesty’s Navy. 
 
Allowed for the redirection of Officers Letters (Whether at home or abroad) to be 
received without further Postage Charges. 
 
British and Colonial Newspapers, addressed to any commissioned or Non-
commissioned employed in Her Majesty’s Navy officer…or to seamen (etc) 
employed in Her Majesty’s Service in any Foreign or Colonial station, may be 
forwarded thither by packet boat, whether redirected or not, free of postage 
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5 March 1846 – Unpaid Letters posted in the UK 

Letters addressed to those entitled to the privilege rates but not prepaid are to 

be sent to the Dead Letter Office and not charged at the normal rate and 

forwarded as before. Reference Dibden  
  
 
17 June 1846 - South American Letters sent via Agent at Panama. 

The Agent at Panama having been instructed to retain the Pence received for 

Seamen’s Letters from HM Ships on the western Coast of America and forward 

such letters through the local posts at Panama… they are to be delivered free. 

(in the UK) Reference Dibden  

 

1 August 1847 – Act 10 & 11 Vict.  Cap 84 & 85 – AD 1847 

Clause VI  - Revoked the Clause LV of the 1 Sept. 1840 – Act 3 & 4 Vict.   

“That the said Privilege (Enjoyed by Seamen) shall not extend to any Letters 

liable to any foreign Rates of Postage.” 

Clause VII  - Allowed Seamen to receive and send letters via Foreign Countries 

provided the Foreign Postage was paid. 
 
 
1 January 1848 - Treasury Warrant  
Approval granted to allow seamen to both send and receive letters not 
exceeding ½ ounce in weight, by private ships, between any two of Her 
Majesty’s colonies whether through the UK or not. 
 
The privilege given to Commissioned Officers to receive Redirected Letters free 
of additional postal charges whether at home or abroad which came into effect 
on the 1 January 1844 was rescinded as far as letters posted in the United 
Kingdom (home) were concerned. 
 
March 1849 – GPO Notice No. 11   
Concession Rate Letters addressed to the United States will be charged a 
United States Inland rate of 5 cents, or 2½d sterling each, in addition to the 
British rate of postage of one penny. 
 
The combined rate of 3½d upon Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters addressed to 
the United States must be Pre-Paid. 
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August 1850 GPO Notice – Notice to the Public 
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August 1850 GPO Notice – Notice to the Public 
 
Authority given to use POSTAGE STAMPS for the prepayment of Letters to the 
UK by Seamen employed on board Her Majesty’s Ships on Foreign Stations, 
placed in the Ships’ Bag. All letters will be delivered free, provided the postage 
of One Penny is paid with the postage stamp. 
 
Seamen will be supplied with postage Stamps by the Purser of the vessel to 
which they are attached. 
 
If the letters are by private ships the gratuity of 2d will still be chargeable unless 
it has been paid in postage stamps in addition to the 1d postage paid by the 
seaman in postage stamps. 
 
All regulations and conditions to be complied with as respects to concession 
rate letters.  
 
Compulsory prepayment of Letters by adhesive stamps was not established 
until the end of 1851 in the provinces and 1855 at the London Head Office. 
 
 

 
  

19 December 1853. HMS Duke of Wellington, Lisbon, PORTUGAL. 
 

Official Printed Letter Sheet from George Vickers Royal Marine, 
Countersigned by Lieutenant Royal Marines Alexander Anderson. 

DISINFECTED LETTER. 
There are two diagonal chisel slits through the letter sheet indicating that it has 
been disinfected by fumigation.  
 
August 1850 Notice No. 28 GPO Notice 
Confirmed the Treasury Warrant dated 30 July 1850, all as contained the Notice 
to the Public dated August 1850. 
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March 1854 Notice No. 19. GPO Notice 
Letters for the British Fleet in the Baltic. 
 
Letters for soldiers and seamen serving in the Fleet, provided all regulations 
and conditions are met will be forwarded on payment of One Penny 
Letters addressed to Officers or Warrant Officers will be chargeable under 
Treasury Warrant 21 March 1854, with a rate of 6d for ½ ounce Letter, 1oz. 1/- 
up to 2oz. 2/-. 
 
April 1854 GPO Notice to the Officers and Soldiers and Seamen serving in 
the British Fleet in the Baltic. 
 
Letters at the low Rates (Concession Rates) to the UK shall be forwarded by a 
Ship of War, or other vessel in the service of Her Majesty, proceeding to a 
British Port. 
 
Letters put into a Foreign Post Office (Whether put in the Ships Bag or not) and 
landed at a Foreign Port, heavy Foreign Transit Postage will be chargeable. 
 
May 1854 GPO Notice  
Letters etc for the British Forces in Turkey & the Black Sea. 
 
Accepting the offer of the French Government to treat the British Forces in 
Turkey on the same footing as their own Forces, Concession Rate Letters could 
be conveyed by French Mediterranean Packets and past through France to the 
UK via Marseilles. 
The combined British and French Rates to be pre-Paid 
Officers and Seamen: - Not exceeding ¼ oz. 3d.  ½ oz. 6d 1oz. 1/- 
Seaman’s Letters could still be sent for 1d, but in British Packets by the route of 
Southampton and Malta, and thence by vessels of War, but Letters beyond 
Malta are necessarily uncertain. 
May 1854 Notice No. 29 GPO Notice 
Letters etc for the British Forces in Turkey & the Black Sea. 
Confirming the Route and Rates of the previous Notice. 
 
May 1854 Notice No. 30 GPO Notice 
Letters etc for the British Fleet in the Baltic, via Dantzic. 
 
A weekly communication had been organized between the Fleet and the Port of 
Dantzic, and the Postage Rates will be as follows:  
Officers Letters (Combined British & Foreign Rates must be paid in advance) 
not exceeding ½ Ounce 8d.  Not exceeding 1 ounce 1s 4d, 2 ounces 2s 8d. 
Ordinary Seamen’s Letters posted in accordance with the Regulations may be 
forwarded provided the combined Rate 5d. is paid in advance 
Seaman’s Letters could still be forwarded for 1d, by Her Majesty’s Ships 
proceeding from England, but such opportunities will necessarily be uncertain. 
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May 1854 Notice No. 30 GPO Notice 
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24 June 1854 New Postal Regulations for the Army & Navy 
 
Details were set out into three sections. 

1. Her Majesty’s Forces in the Baltic, in the White Sea, and in Turkey and 
the Black Sea. 

2. Mail for the Army in Turkey and for the Fleet in the Black Sea 
3. Mail for the British Squadron in the White Sea 

Each section dealt in detail the provisions of transport of the mails and schedule 
of posting times etc. Confirmation of the Postage Rates was also given.  
Section 1 
Officers’ Letters ½ ounce via Dantzic 8d. 
Seamen’s Letters ½ ounce via Dantzic 5d 
Officers’ Letters ½ ounce by HM Ships 6d. 
Seamen’s Letters ½ ounce by HM Ships 1d. 
Section 2 
Officers’ & Seamen’s Letters’ ¼ ounce 3d. 
Seamen’s Letters ½ ounce by HM Ships 1d. 
Section 3  
Officers’ Letters ½ ounce 1/- 
Seamen’s Letters ½ ounce 9d 
Seamen’s Letters sent under the usual regulations ½ ounce 1d. 
(Some of these Postal Rates were confirmed in individual notices.) 
 
June 1854 Notice to the Public GPO  
Letters, etc., for the British Squadron in the White Sea. 
Confirmed the details of Posting and the Rates as in Section 3 above. 
 

 



 

 26 

July 1854 GPO Notice No. 44 referring to Notice No. 28, 1850 
BY Command of the Postmaster General.  
 
Officers of the Royal Navy were now given the privileges received by Seaman 
on board Her Majesty’s Ships in 1850, by being able to pre-pay by means of 
Postage Stamps on Letters forwarded to the United Kingdom placed in the 
Ships’ Bag on board any of Her Majesty’s Ships, which will be delivered free, 
provided the correct postage for the Route is paid with Postage Stamps. 
 
 
 

 
 

26 November 1858. HMS Centurion, Malta.  
Naval Officer’s Concession Rate Letter 9d via French Packet.   

 
New Concession Rates for Naval Officers (uniform charge 6d -½ ounce) plus 
additional Rates if sent via Foreign Countries was introduced from 1 June 1857.  
Letter addressed to Commander Whyte, endorsed to be sent by French Packet. 
 

(Received 1 December 1858). 
 
 
December 1854 Instruction No. 76, GPO Cancelling Notices 26,58,59,61 & 66 
of this year.  Additional Mails to HM Forces to Greece, Turkey, and the 
Black Sea, and alterations in Days for Despatch. 
 
The Postage Rates for Officers and Seamen remained as previously set down.  
Seamen’s Concession Rate Letters 1d would still be conveyed as opportunities 
arise. 
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December 1854 Instruction No. 76 
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January 1855 Notice No. 1 GPO   
Letters for the TRANSPORT Service in Turkey and the Black Sea. 
 
Letters not exceeding ½ ounce, addressed to seamen serving on board a 
Transport employed by H.M. Government in Turkey or the Black Sea, or 
forwarded from them to the UK, conveyed by direct Packet (which includes a 
Ship of War, or any vessel employed by H.M.) or via Malta, but without passing 
through France, the Postage Rate has been reduced to One Penny. 
 
Similar conditions and regulations applied, all to be pre-paid 
 
Details of setting out the information on such letters were provided 
 
Letters sent by Seamen unpaid will be liable to a charge of 2d.  Permission was 
given to use Postage stamps, available from the Postmasters of H.M. Forces in 
Turkey. 
Letters sent to Seamen unpaid will be returned to the sender. 
 
Officers Letters could be sent under the same conditions for 11d the ½ ounce, 
postage to be pre-paid.  Letters sent via France, ¼ oz. 1/-, ½ oz. 2/- (1/- for 
each ¼ oz.) 
 
January 1855 Notice No. 3 GPO   
Letters for the TRANSPORT Service in Turkey and the Black Sea. 
 
Detailed the Postage Rate for Letters sent to Officers via France as before (1/- 
for each ¼ oz.).  However if sent unpaid, letters will be opened and returned to 
sender. 
Newspapers will be liable to a postage of 2d each, which must be pre-paid. 
 
29 March 1855 Treasury Warrant – Letters to the Fleet in the Baltic Sea  
(or adjacent waters). 
 
Letters under ¼ oz, addressed to any commissioned Officer in H.M. Regular 
Forces, and Warrant Officers, Midshipmen, & Master’s Mates, sent direct or via 
Belgium & Prussia, or by any other route, a uniform rate of 3d (which includes 
and foreign postage payable) same rate for other ranks including private 
soldiers etc., (No mention of Seamen?) 
Usual Conditions applied, letters sent unpaid will not be forwarded. 
 
19 May 1855 Treasury Warrant – Letters to the Fleet in White Sea (or 
adjacent waters). 
 
Letters from or to any commissioned Officer in H.M. Regular Forces and 
Warrant Officers, Midshipmen, & Master’s Mates, employed in H.M. Navy or 
any of H.M. Ships, carried by Packet, Private Ship, or via Christiana, a uniform 
rate of 3d (which includes and foreign postage payable). 
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May 1855 Instruction No. 32 GPO – (Referring to Instruction 22 [Not sighted])  
Letters for the British Fleet in the Baltic via Dantzic.  
Arrangements had been made for a weekly service between the British Fleet 
and the Port of Dantzic, and mail would be conveyed via Dantzic, the Postage 
rates chargeable on letters addressed to both Officers and seamen forwarded 
via Dantzic, including British & Foreign rates – 3d for every ¼ ounce. 
The postage must be pre-paid, or the letters will not be forwarded. 
Seamen’s letters could still be sent for 1d, by Vessels of War or by Transports, 
as opportunity arose, but will be uncertain. 
Newspapers could no longer be sent via Dantzic, but would be forwarded free 
per Vessels of War or by Transports.  
 

 
 

GPO Instruction No. 32 May 1855 
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May 1855 Notice No. 36 GPO – (cancelling Instruction No. 36, 1854.)  
Letters for the British Squadron in the White Sea. 
 
Letters addressed to the Squadron may be forwarded by private steamer from 
Hull to Christiana.  
Letters will also be sent to the Squadron by any Vessels of War or Transports 
that may be proceeding to the White Sea. 
Letters of both Commissioned Officers and Seamen (etc.) forwarded via 
Christiana, will be liable to the combined British & Foreign rate of Postage of 3d 
for every ¼ ounce. The postage must be pre-paid, or the letters will not be 
forwarded. Newspapers sent via Christiana will be charged 2d, but must be pre-
paid. Newspapers conveyed on H.M. Ships or Transports will be forwarded free 
of postage. 
 
 
29 June 1855 Treasury Warrant – H.M. Foreign Legion in Heligoland. 
 
Letters sent direct or via Hamburg, direct via Belgium, Prussia, and Hamburg 
(the sea conveyance by Packet or Private Ship). 
Letters of both Commissioned Officers and Seamen (etc.) will be liable to the 
combined British & Foreign rate of Postage of 3d for every ¼ ounce. The 
postage must be pre-paid. Usual Conditions applied, letters sent unpaid will not 
be forwarded. 
 
 
July 1855 Notice No. 50 GPO –  
Letters for H.M. Foreign Legion in Heligoland. 
 
This Notice confirmed the Treasury Warrant above (29 June 1855). 
Letters will be sent through Prussia & Hamburg in the Mail forwarded daily via 
Ostend. Newspapers will not be sent via this route on account of Foreign 
postage charges. 
 
 
13 August 1855 Circular GPO – (Unclaimed Letters to persons on board Ship) 
 
All unclaimed Letters and Newspapers, addressed to persons on board Ship, 
whether to Officers, Seamen or Passengers, will not in future be sent to the 
Dead Letter Office, until after three months from the date of their receipt at the 
Port.  
 
10 November 1855 Treasury Warrant. 
 
Letters from or to any Army or Navy Serviceman, between any British Hospital 
at or near Smyrna, or the Dardanelles, and any Port or Place in Turkey or the 
Black Sea, by French Packet. Postage Rate of 2d per ¼ ounce (including 
Foreign postage.) 
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1855 First Report of the Postmaster on the Post Office. 
 
The Report included a section “Postal Services for Her Majesty’s Forces at the 
seat of War.” 
It included details of the ships taken off their regular mail service, 28 in total. 
Details of the French Packets, giving a six times a month mail service instead of 
only three. 
The number of letters sent and received in the 8 month period amounted to 
282,000 letters sent from England and 325,000 received. 
 
Regarding the 1d concession rate letters, no accurate details were available but 
possibly 10,000 outwards and 2,500 homewards, monthly. 
The monthly totals averaged at 42,250 despatched to and 43,125 received from 
the seat of War. 
 
May 1856 The Post Office Guide 
 
The standard regulations for “Letters for Non-commissioned Officers, Soldiers, 
and Seamen engaged in ordinary Service was published in this first Guide. 
 
Subject to the standard regulations, enrolled pensioners in Canada were also 
able to send and receive Letters by direct Packet, Vessel of War, or Transport 
for a postage of 1d. 
 
The four requirements, included that the privileged person had to be actually 
employed in the service of Her Majesty, letters from the UK had to be pre-paid, 
1d plus foreign postage as required plus 2d for the Master if sent by private 
ship, if from overseas pre-payment was not compulsory, but would be charged 
2d. Maximum weight ½ ounce, contents must be entirely on the private 
concerns of the soldier or Seaman.  
 
All other requirements and regulations to be followed, including signature and 
name of the Officer having the command (at the Time).  
 
Set out in detail, format of written particulars to be followed on the envelope.  
 
 
11 September 1856 Treasury Warrant – Repeal of certain Privilege Rates 
 
Details of the dates Warrants to be completely repealed were as follows: 
1854 – 17 May, 15 October, 1855 – 1 January, 29 March, 19 May, 29 June, 25 
August, and 2 October.  
 
The 10 November Warrant repealed only the transmission of mails “Between 
any of the British hospitals at or near Smyrna or the Dardanelles, and any ports 
or places in Turkey or the Black Sea. 
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13 September 1856 GPO Notice  
Postage upon Letters to & from British Naval & Military Forces. 
 
Basically confirming the 11 September 1856 Treasury Warrant. 
All special Postage Rates provided during the late War, now revoked. 
Seamen still entitled to enjoy the privilege of sending and receiving ½ ounce 
letters at 1d. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

GPO Notice 13 September 1856 
 
 
 
23 January 1857 GPO Notice No. 3 – Delivery of Registered Letters 
Addressed to Persons in the Military, Naval & Coast Guard Service. 
 
Following representation of the laxity in delivering Registered Letters to the 
above-mentioned persons, greater care should be exercised. 
 
Letters so addressed shall follow the same regulations as for members of the 
public, and a written authority is required from each Commanding Officer for 
delivering all such letters to the Orderly or servant appointed to call at the office 
for them.   
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16 May 1857 Treasury Warrant No. 144 
 
This Warrant authorized the granting to Commissioned Officers, similar Postage 
Rate concessions enjoyed by Seamen, at a uniform rate of 6d for a ½ ounce 
Letter.  Details for heavier Letters was set out as follows: 
Not exceeding 1oz. Two Rates of Postage, 2 oz. Four rates of Postage, 3 oz. 
Six rates of postage and 2 rates of postage for each extra ounce or fraction of 
an ounce.  
   
“Letters sent from or to any Commissioned Officer (Whether in the Navy or the 
Royal Marines), or any Warrant Officer, Midshipman, or Master’s Mate, 
employed in any of Her Majesty’s ships or vessels on any foreign or colonial 
station, and transmitted by the post, between any place in the United Kingdom 
and any such ships or vessels, direct or through any colony or foreign country, 
there shall be charged and taken, in lieu of any rates of postage now payable by 
law on such letters, an uniform British rate of sixpence.”   
 
A postal rate of 1/- was imposed for letters that were transmitted through the 
United Kingdom direct to elsewhere, and in addition to the British Rate, 
payment of any Foreign Postage, which shall be chargeable thereon. 
 
 
1 June 1857 - GPO Notice No. 24 (23 May 1857) – Reduction of Postage on 
Letters to Officers serving on board ships of War on Foreign and Colonial 
Stations.  
 
Details of the reduced postage rates for Officers serving on H.M. Ships, as 
outlined in the Treasury Warrant, dated 16 May 1857. 
Postage Rates ½ oz. 6d, 1 oz. 1/- 2 oz. 2/- and each additional ounce or fraction 
1/-. 
In addition to the British Rate of sixpence, letters forwarded via Marseilles to or 
from the Mediterranean, India, China or Australia, will be liable to a French Rate 
of Threepence per Quarter Ounce, and letters forwarded to or from the Pacific, 
will be liable to a New Granadian transit rate of sixpence per half ounce. 
In addition any foreign rates payable. Payment optional, although delivery of 
paid letters in most cases will be accelerated. 
 
 
8 September 1857 GPO Notice No. 44 – Letters to Officers. 
 
This notice brought to the notice of Postmasters that the “Reduction of postage 
rates for Officers”, that both the British and Foreign rates, had to be paid. 
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GPO Notice No. 24 - 1857 
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1857 – Postal Guide – clause 55 Redirected Letters etc. 
 
Letters to Commissioned Officers, allowed to be redirected free (i.e. at the same 
rate as if delivered directly- no extra) Applied also to Seamen’s letters.  This 
privilege did not apply for mail sent or received in the UK. 
 
April 1858 – Naval Officers’ Letters Pacific & South Seas via USA & 
Panama  
 
Half Ounce Letters  - Eleven pence for a ½ Ounce Letter 
Reference Stibdon  
This rate was confirmed in the 1859 Post Office Guide clause 90. 
 
1859 Post Office Guide 
 
Clause 90 Officers’ Letters – Postal Rates tabulated for various routes.  
To or From (Including the British rate) 
1 – Malta etc. via Marseilles 9d ¼ oz. 1/- ½ oz. 
2 - Chile, Peru & East Coast SA via Panama 1/- ½ oz.  
3 – Vancouver Island, British Columbia via New York & Panama 11d ½ oz. by 
British Packet.  
4 - Vancouver Island, British Columbia via New York & Panama 1s 7d ½ oz. by 
American Packet. 
5 – Ditto via St. Thomas & Panama 1s 10d ½ oz. 
6 – Canada via USA 8d ½ oz. 
 
4 June 1859 GPO Circular – (Notice No, 41?) 
Charge upon the Letters of Soldiers & Seamen… 
 
Detailed tables of foreign postage rates, payable in addition to the British rates. 
 
1 - Malta, Ionian Islands, India, Ceylon, Mauritius, China, Japan, or Australia. 
 via Marseilles 3d ¼ oz. 6d ½ oz. 
2- Panama, or any other place on the Pacific side of New Granada,  Valparaiso, 
 or any other place in Chile, Callao, or any other place in Peru.  
 via Panama 6d ½ oz. 
3 – Vancouver’s  Island or British Columbia 
 via New York and Panama (By British Packet) 5d. ½ oz. 
 via New York and Panama (By American  Packet) 1s 1d ½ oz. 
     St. Thomas & Panama 1s 4d ½ oz. 
4 – Canada 
 via United States 2d ½ oz. 
 
Seamen’s Letters sent by Packet Boats could be conveyed for the Concession 
Rate of 1d ½ oz, provided all conditions were followed.  
Unpaid Letters will be charged the transit rates and in addition the British rate of 
Two Pence. 
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1860 Post Office Guide  
Officers’ Letters from China via Marseilles reduced from 9d ¼ oz & 1/- ½ oz. to 
8d ¼ oz & 10d ½ oz. Malta via Marseilles 6d ¼ oz. 1/- ½ oz 
All other destinations, Routes and Rates remain as before.  
The Postage Rates for Letters from or to Seamen, now include the total rate 
(Including the Foreign Transit Charges) 
See 4 June 1859 List 
1 – (Exclude China) 4d ¼ oz 7d ½ oz 
      China 3d ¼ oz 5d ½ oz. (Changed as from 21 January 1860 Ref. Zebedee)*  
2 – 7d ½ oz 
3 – 6d ½ oz. (British Packet) 
      1s 2d ½ oz. (American Packet) 
      St. Thomas & Panama 1s 5d ½ oz. 
4 -  Canada & United States 3d ½ oz.   

• see Notice No. 7 dated 21 February 1860. 
 
21 February 1860 GPO Notice No. 7 – 
Letters to the British Forces serving in China 
Reduced Rates via Marseilles, to and from  
Officers’ Letters - 8d ¼ oz. 10d ½ oz.  Seamen’s Letters - 3d ¼ oz 5d ½ oz. 1d 
Seamen’s Concession Letters could still be sent per Packet etc. 
 
1 October 1860 Act 23/24 Vict. Cap 65 
Authority given to Treasury to permit redirected Letters to Officers and Seamen 
to be redirected free of foreign postage in respect of such redirection.  British 
and Colonial postage could be reduced or remitted in respect of redirection. 
(Document not personally viewed) 
 
 
1 November 1860 Treasury Warrant 
Confirming the authority to remit Foreign Postage in respect to Redirection. 
Officers’ letters were also freed of British and Colonial Charges in respect to 
redirection, and shall not be charged and extra postage had the letter been 
delivered at the original address. 
Letters posted in the United Kingdom and addressed to another place in the UK 
were excluded from this concession. 
(Document not personally viewed) 
 
 
29 December 1860 Post Office Circular 
Letters to the British Forces serving in China 
Reiteration of the details contained in the 21 February 1860 GPO Notice No. 7 , 
which apparently had been disregarded in respect to the reduced rates for 
Letters to the British Forces serving in China.  Once again confirming the 
combined rates as follows” 
Reduced Rates via Marseilles, to and from  
Officers’ Letters - 8d ¼ oz. 10d ½ oz.  Seamen’s Letters - 3d ¼ oz 5d ½ oz.  
1d Seamen’s Concession Letters could still be sent per Packet etc. 
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April 1862 Officers’ Letters 
 
New revised Postage Rates 
North American Station, Letters  via Halifax 6d ½ oz. 
North American Station, Letters via New York 9d ½ oz. 
(Letters for Bermuda sent unpaid, wholly or in part, will be charged an extra 6d 
on delivery.) 
(Reference Dibden) 
 
 
1 April 1863. GPO Notice No. 9 - 24 March 1863 -  Increase of Postage on 
Letters to Cape of Good Hope etc…when by Packet & Private Ship. 
 
In view of the expense of  Letters conveyed by the Packet Service to the Cape 
of Good Hope, Natal, St. Helena, and Ascension, it has been revert to the 
original Postal charge of 1/- to those places for a ½ oz letter. It has also been 
decided to alter the progression for charging letters to 1, 2, 3, 4 etc. i.e. the 
rates will increase every ½ oz. New Rate 1/- per ½ oz. 
Also to provide a cheaper service, the postage by Private Ship will be reduced 
from 6d to 4d per ½ oz. 
Apart from Ascension, where letters if unpaid cannot be forwarded, letters by 
either Packet or Private Ship ca be sent unpaid or paid., one additional rate 
charged on unpaid letters. 
 
 
1 April 1863.   
 
The French Rate based on the ¼ oz. was discontinued, and the British Rate of 
½ oz. became the basic unit for the United Kingdom Mail. 
(Reference Dibden) 
 
 
1 November 1864 GPO Notice 17 October 1864 –  
Letters for Officers serving on Board Ships of War on Colonial Stations. 
 
Letters addressed to Officers serving on board any of Her Majesty’s Ships on a 
Colonial Station at the reduced British Rate will in future have to be Pre-Paid. 
Letters sent unpaid will be chargeable on delivery of a Fine of 6d in addition to 
the postage, and when they are insufficiently paid by Postage Stamps they will 
be fined 6d in addition to the deficient postage.  Letters addressed to the UK will 
be treated equally. 
 
NOTE 
A Treasury Warrant dated 1 November 1864 should be checked, as it has been 
stated that Seamen’s’ Letters were to be similarly treated with a Fine of 6d. 
(I have not been in a position to check this)  
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1 November 1864 GPO Notice 17 October 1864 
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27 February 1865 Notice No. 8 
Letters for Officers and Seamen serving on Board H.M. Ships of abroad. 
It has been noticed that some letters to Officers and Seamen, serving abroad 
have been directed “ To the care of the British Consul at that Port” or to some 
other Agents on shore. Concession Rate Letters as such are required to be 
addressed  direct to the person concerned.  Letters directed to ‘The care of any 
other person’ are liable to the ordinary rate of postage, and in cases where pre-
payment is necessary, they will be detained until the ordinary rate is paid. 
 
 
1 June 1865 Treasury Warrant – Overweight Letters 
Letters of Soldiers and Seamen, which are sent over the ½ ounce and under 1 
ounce will be treated as ordinary letters, if sent by British Packet they will be 
charged the uniform rate of 1/-. If sent between a person on another Station and 
by British Packet, a uniform rate of 2/- will be charged. Letters between 1oz. 
and 1½ oz, 1½ rates and between 1½ oz. and 2 oz, 2 rates, every additional ½ 
ounce, ½ rate. 
 
 
26 June 1865 GPO Notice No. 37 - Letters for Officers and Seamen serving 
on Board H.M. Ships in the Pacific. 
Reduction of the Foreign Transit Rates, currently 6d now reduced to 1d. 
The new combined British & Foreign Rates as follows: 
 Officers Letters -    7d single rate not exceeding ½ oz. 
 Seamen’s Letters -  2d single rate not exceeding ½ oz. 
 
 
30 October 1865 GPO Notice No. 53 - Letters for Officers and Seamen 
serving on Board H.M. Ships in the Pacific. 
Amended Notice in respect to the Notice No. 37 (above) 
Confirmed the Rates as follows: 
Letters addressed to ships stationed at ports in Chile, Peru, or other places in 
the South Pacific are liable for the following combined rates of postage: 
 Officers Letters -    7d single rate not exceeding ½ oz. 
 Seamen’s Letters -  2d each Letter 
 
Letters addressed to ships stationed at Vancouver’s Island, British Columbia, or 
other places in the North Pacific, the following rates apply: 
 
via New York 
 Officers Letters -    9d single rate not exceeding ½ oz.  
 Seamen’s Letters -  4d each letter. 
via St. Thomas & Panama 
 Officers Letters -    1/- d single rate not exceeding ½ oz. via 
 Seamen’s Letters – 7d. each letter.   
 

Notice No. 37 is cancelled. 
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1867 Post Office Guide – Clause 129  
 
Confirmed the use of English Postage Stamps by Naval Officers and Seamen 
when sending Letters in the Ship’s Bag. 
 
1 July 1867 
 
The Canadian Provinces were united into the Dominion of Canada. 
The Canada Post Office Act, confirmed the Concession rate at 2 cents if 
prepaid.  Soldiers had to pay foreign postage due in carrying the mail across a 
Foreign Country in addition to the privilege rate of 1d. 
 
1867 GPO Notice No. 37 
 
I have not located this Notice, but apparently it is the same as the Notice No. 37 
dated 15 November 1857, with the exception that the later notice relates to 
“Letters for Officers of the Army serving in the Colonies” which was effective 
from 1 January 1868” 
Details of the later notice, which I understand relates to Naval Officers: 
 Letters addressed to Officers serving in a British Colony if conveyed 
 direct and not through a Foreign Country will be chargeable with a 
 postage of 6d per ½ ounce, although an ordinary letter sent to such 
 Colony may be higher than 6d. 
 
 
1867 GPO Notice No. 37 - Continued. 
 
 Officers! Letters sent through a Foreign Country will be liable for the 
 Foreign Transit Postage in addition to the British 6d. 
 Letters addressed to Penang, Singapore, Hong Kong, Labuan, the Cape 
 of Good Hope, or Natal when sent via Marseilles, will be chargeable for a 
 total rate of 10d. per ½ ounce. 
 
 Officers Letters addressed to British Columbia, Vancouver’s Island, or 
 Honduras, being sent through the United States will be chargeable with a 
 total rate of 8d per ½ oz. 
 
 Officers Letters for Bermuda will be liable  to the same rate of 8d per ½ 
 ounce when sent via New York. 
 
The superscription on each Letter must include the Officer’s Rank and details of 
the Ship on which he was serving.  
These details are assumed to be correct 
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30 December 1867 GPO Notice No. 48 - Letters for Officers and Seamen 
serving on Board H.M. Ships in the Pacific.  
 
Amended the Notice No. 53/1865 (30 October 1865) 
 
Letters addressed to or sent by Officers and Seamen serving on board H.M. 
Ships in the North or South Pacific, will in future be chargeable with the  
following combined British and Foreign postage: 
 
 
 Officers Letters -     7d. the single rate not exceeding ½ oz. 
 Seamen’s Letters –   2d. each letter -   
 
This combined both the South and North Pacific into a single Region. 
 
 
1 March 1868 – GPO Notice No. 8 17 February 1868 – Increase of Postage 
on Letters for the East Indies and Ceylon. 
 
Whereas the ordinary rates were increased to 9d for letters via Southampton 
and 1/1d when sent via Marseilles, and the progression changed to per ½ 
ounce.  The increase of postage will not affect the Letters of Officers of the 
Army and Navy serving in India and Ceylon. 
 
 
6 April 1868 – GPO Notice No. 12 Mails for the Abyssinian Expedition 
 
The rate of postage for a ½ oz. letter will be the same as on a letter to India. 
 Officers’ 6d via Southampton  10d via Marseilles 
 Seamen 1d ditto   5d ditto 
 
To persons on Transports or other persons not connected with the Naval 
Forces.  9d via Southampton, and 1/1d via Marseilles. 
 
 
6 April 1868 – GPO Notice No. 13 Letters for Seamen at Mauritius. 
 
With the withdrawal of the British Packets, which conveyed the Mails between 
Ceylon and Mauritius, mail in the future will have to be carried by Private Ships, 
consequently the Concession rate will have to increase from 1d to 2d for a ½ oz 
Letter. 
 
1 January 1870 GPO Notice No. 26 - 27 September 1869 – 
 Withdrawal of Officers’ Privileged Reduced Postage.  
 
Notice given that under the Treasury Warrant dated 17 August 1869, the 
privilege reduced postage for Officers’ was withdrawn. 
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1 January 1870 GPO Notice No. 26 - 27 September 1869  
Withdrawal of Officers’ Privileged Reduced Postage 
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January 1871 - Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters – via Brindisi 
 
Postage Rates for Letters  to China, Ceylon, India, Japan and Australia,  
 via Brindisi, reduced from 4d to 3d. 
 The Rate from Malta to Marseilles was reduced from 3d to 2d. 
Reference Dibden 
 
 

1871 Gibraltar to Devonport 
 

 
 

c.25 June 1871, HMS Northumberland, Gibraltar. Cover Front from Sick Bay 
Attendant George Battershill, countersigned by Paymaster William F. Lapidge. 
COMPULSORILY REGISTERED as it contained Coin, as well as being 
overweight. Handstruck 1/1 – One Shilling and One Penny to pay.  
 
Registration Fee with coin, double Fee 4d x 2 = 8d, plus 6d Postal rate 1 oz 
letter, plus Private Sip Master’s 1d, less 2d paid equals 1/1 to pay.   
 
Boxed OVER ½ OZ MORE-TO-PAY Handstamp REGISTERED DEVONPORT 
25 June 1871, oval datestamp.   

 
***** 

 
 
October 1872  -  Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters  
 
Postage Rates for Letters:  Gibraltar via France & Spain -  3d. 
     Malta via Italy   2d. 
     Malta via France   3d. 
Reference Dibden 
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January 1873 - Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters – Redirection 
 
Letters will be re-directed without charge for both Commissioned and Non-
Commissioned Officers’ Letters addressed to them after returning Home or after 
they had been discharged, this applied to one part of the UK to another or from 
the UK to a place abroad, provided the original postage had been pre-paid. 
Reference Dibden 
 
 
23 June 1873 – GPO Notice No. 35 –  
Letters addressed to Ships of War on Foreign Stations 
 
Due to the frequent movements of Ships of War, Letters for Officers’ and 
Seamen were forwarded to the particular place on the Station, based on 
information provided to the Admiralty, in order to avoid delays, however 
following numerous complaints it has been decided in future to forward all 
Private Letters as addressed. 
 
 
13 July 1874 – GPO Notice No. 32 – Letters addressed to Ships of War on 
Foreign Stations 
 
Following the previous decision to send Private Letters as Addressed, having 
found that it is now desirable to forward such Letters to the nearest Port of Call 
by the Mail Packet. 
 
Letters for H.M. Ships in the Mediterranean Station, Gibraltar, Malta and other 
ports will be forwarded to Gibraltar. 
 North American Station to Halifax,. 
 West India Station (excluding Bahamas & Bermuda) to either Barbados 
 or St. Thomas. 
 Pacific Station, to Colon 
 China Station, Hong Kong or any port in China or Japan. 
 Australian Colonies to Sydney. 
 East India Station, Bombay, Aden, or Persian Gulf to Aden. 
 South African Station, or Cape of Good Hope, to Simon’s Bay 
 Any port on the West Coast of Africa to Cape Coast Castle, 
 or any other port where the senior Naval Officer may be. 
 South-East Coast of America, or any port in Brazil or the River Plate, 
 to Rio de Janeireo. 
 
In all other cases Letters will be sent as addressed, except those of the Channel 
and Detached Squadrons, and ships employed on particular service, will be 
sent to the places at which they should be according to latest information 
received by the Admiralty. 
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July 1874  - Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters - Malta  
 
Letters to Malta via Italy Postage Rate reduced to 1½ d. (see 1 Feb. 1880) 
Reference Dibden 
 
 
1875 Post Office Guide 
 
British Postage Stamps whilst not always available for letters coming into the 
Country, the principal exception is letters fro Naval Officers and Seamen serving 
abroad, which if posted in the ship’s bag must be pre-paid with British stamps. 
 
 
1876 – Letters via Brindisi 
 
Based on the via Italy Postage Rate of 3d. Seamen’s letter rate became 4d. 
(Reduced in 1880) 
Reference Gerald Sattin 
 
 
9 October 1876 –GPO Notice - Letters to Mauritius 
 
Letters addressed to seamen stationed at Mauritius, sent by French Packet, 
reduced to 4d. for a ½ ounce letter.  Letters sent by Private Ship 1d.   
 
 
1 April 1877–GPO Notice - Letters to Mauritius 
 
Letters addressed to seamen stationed at Mauritius or the Seychelles sent by 
French Packet, rate reduced to 3d. for a ½ ounce letter. 
 
 
1 February 1880 –GPO Notice – 30 December 1879 
 
Following the closure of the mail via Southampton, all mail for India, Ceylon, 
China etc., as well as to Australia and New Zealand, would now be conveyed 
through Brindisi. 
The privileged Letters of Seamen will be charged 2d. and unless this rate is 
paid, they can only be forwarded by private ship as opportunity offers.  
 
 
1 February 1880  - Soldiers’ and Seamen’s Letters  - Malta 
 
Seamen’s Letters to Malta can no longer be sent via Southampton, and will now 
be sent overland by train to Brindisi at a Postage Rate of 2d. (see July 1874) 
Reference Dibden 
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March 1880 GPO Notice – SHIP LETTERS 
Letters from Officers and Seamen in the Royal Navy, wherever they be, can be 
pre-paid only by means of British Stamps.  
Seamen’s Letters must be pre-paid 1d from Mauritius, 1½ d. for Countries of the 
Postal Union, and 2d in all other cases, ½ oz maximum weight. 
Inwards Letters pre-paid 1d. (except Mauritius) must be charged an additional 
½ d. when received from a Country of the Postal Union, and a 1d. in all other 
cases, and unpaid letters must be charged 2 ½ d. each and when from 
Countries of the Postal Union, and 3d. each in other cases, but those received 
from Mauritius  pre-paid 1d. must be delivered without charge, and the unpaid 
must be charged 2d. 
 
 
7 March 1882 GPO Notice No. 7  
Letters to or from Soldiers & Sailors serving abroad 
Letters to or from seamen serving abroad can be sent through the Post for 1d. 
provided they do not exceed ½ oz in weight. 
The name rank etc. must be stated and when sent by a Soldier or a Sailor, the 
Commanding Officer must sign his name. 

 

 
 

All the previous Regulations have stated that it was 
“THE OFFICER AT THE TIME IN COMMAND” who was required to sign. 
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January 1884 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Rates to Ceylon, Hong Kong, and India via Brindisi reduced from (1d + 1d) to 
1d. if posted in time to leave London on Thursday morning. 
Reference Dibden 
 
 
17 March 1885 GPO Notice – SUAKIN  
 Postal Arrangements for British Forces 
 
The Postmaster General established an Army Post Office to handle all the 
mails.  Non-Commissioned Officers and Seamen in H.M. Service will be allowed 
to send their Letters for 1d ½ oz maximum weight, to comply with all 
Regulations.  
 
 
July 1885 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Rates to Australia reduced from (1d + 1d) to 1d. if posted in time to leave 
London on Thursday morning. 
Reference Dibden 
 
 
1 August 1885 Treasury Warrant 16 July 1885  
Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Repealed the Treasury Warrant of 22 October 1860. 
Now included, in addition to the Royal Navy, H.M. Indian Naval Forces, H.M. 
Indian Military Forces whilst actually employed in H.M. Service 
 
Confirmed the Privilege Rates of Postage for Soldiers and Seamen’s Letters. 
One Penny if paid, and unpaid letters charged Two Pence. 
 
 
January 1889 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Letters addressed to St. Helena, Ascension, Cape Colony, Natal, via Lisbon  2d. 
If posted in time to leave London on Friday morning 1d. only. 
Reference Dibden 
 
 
July 1891 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Letters addressed to Mauritius via Naples and Ceylon, reduced to 1d. 
If sent by French Packet reduced to 1½ d. 
Reference Dibden 
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1 October 1891 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Letters from West Indies, North and Central America, privilege  rate via New 
York to the UK reduced from 2d. to 1½ d 
Reference Geoffrey Osborn 
 
 
1 January 1892 Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Letters from West Indies, North and Central America, privilege  rate via New 
York to the UK reduced from 1½ d. to 1d. 
Reference Geoffrey Osborn 
 
 
January 1894 Postal Guide – Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Including the Cape Mounted Rifles and enrolled pensioners in Canada, 
privileged Letters ½ oz Maximum weight and complying with all Regulations etc. 
1d. Foreign Transit charges in addition.  
Combined Rates as follows:   
 Australia, Ceylon, Hong Kong, Straits Settlements & India -  via Italy 2 
 (If posted in time to leave London on Thursday morning – 1d. only) 
 Mauritius by French Packet – 2½ d.   
 Chile, Peru, & South Pacific via Panama – 2d. 
 
 
25 December 1898 – Canada – Soldiers & Seamen’s Letters 
 
Introduced Penny Postage, privilege Letters 2 cents ½ Ounce. 
 
 
 
1 January 1899 – Penny Postage Introduced  
 
The majority of all the British Colonies, accepted the proposal. 
Letters to and from H.M. Ships, transmitted at the same rate of postage. 
 
The following countries joined at a later date Australia (1/5/1911), Malta 
(?1/1/1899), Jamaica 24/5/1899, New Zealand (1/1/1901), Cape Colony 
(1/9/1899).  
 
  
Concession Rate Letters were not abolished until August 1920 
Reference Patrick Frost 2005 
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The “Penny Post” Canadian Notice  
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