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JOHN THOMAS 
John Thomas, was born on 29 October 1838 to David Thomas and Elizabeth 
formerly Jones.  David’s occupation was joiner.  Elizabeth was unable to sign as 
informant rather leaving her mark.  Their residence at the time was Old Chester 
Road, Birkenhead. 
 

 
Map of Birkenhead & Liverpool 1883 

 
John at nearly 18 years old, joined the 2nd Royal Lancashire Militia, serving 
seven months with them, before enlisting with the 65th Regiment of Foot, and 
simultaneously with the 2nd Battalion, 14th Regiment, on 28 February 1860 at 
Liverpool.  
 
It is recorded that he was signed in at 11.15 am by John Cassidy, a local 
British Army Pensioner.  He was allocated a Regimental Number 1413.  His 
physical description was described as follows:  Age 18 years & 6 months, 5ft 
4in. Fresh Complexion, Hazel Eyes, Dark Brown Hair, and no distinguishing 
features (He was not ruptured or lame & had no disabilities). He was 
unmarried and by trade a Painter.  
 
He signed on for ten years and received a Bounty of £3.00. 
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JOHN THOMAS  
 

 
John’s Account Book 
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14th REGIMENT 
In January 1858, the Regiment was reformed into two Battalions, and Lieut.- 
Colonel Bell, VC., was appointed Lieut.-Colonel of the Regiment.  On 1 April 
1858, the establishment of the 2nd Battalion was increased to 12 Companies, 
and the rank and file from 708 to 956. 
 
On the 23 April 1858, Lieut.-Colonel Sir James Alexander assumed 
command of the 2nd. Battalion. Lieut.-Colonel Bell returned to the 23rd Royal 
Welsh Fusiliers.  The 2nd. Battalion at this time numbered only 395 NCO’s 
and men, but by April 1859 it was up to full establishment, recruits being 
obtained mainly from the Liverpool district. 
 
NEW ZEALAND BOUND 
On 8 September 1860, Headquarters and five Companies of the 2nd 
Battalion under the command of Colonel Sir James E. Alexander proceeded 
by rail from Curragh to Cork and embarked on the Robert Lowe for New 
Zealand, arriving at Auckland on 29 November 1860. 

 
A second division under Major Dwyer embarked in the Boanerges at Cork on 
10 September 1860 arriving in New Zealand on 21 December 1860. 480 
men, 42 women, 44 children, and baggage; 14 officers, 4 officers’ wives, 5 
officers’ children, & 2 officers’ female servants. 
Private John Thomas, No. 1413, disembarked on 22 December 1860. 
 
AUCKLAND 
Headquarters of the 14th stayed at the Albert Barracks in Auckland, and Major 
Dwyer with eight Officers and 296 men went to Wellington.  Captain Barnes 
went to Napier with five Officers and 212 men. 
 

 
Albert Barracks Auckland 
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WELLINGTON 
It would appear that Private John Thomas, No. 1413, went to Wellington, his 
first entry in his Journal Notes is for July 1861, Wellington.   
 
In January 1862, the establishment of the 2nd Battalion 14th Regiment was 
reduced from 1400 Rank and File to 950. 
 

 
 

Lambton Quay, Wellington 1860s 
 
Headquarters of the Regiment were stationed at Otahuhu & Auckland, on 
arrival in 1861, and at Rangiriri in 1863, Napier & Otahuhu in 1864/5, and 
finally at Wanganui etc in 1865/6, prior to leaving New Zealand in 1866. 
 
Private John Thomas, was stationed in Wellington, during 1861 until 2 
February 1865, when the detachment of 180 men under Lieut.-Colonel Dwyer 
left Wellington aboard the ss Wanganui for Wanganui, arriving on 4 February 
1865.  
 
Surprisingly there are no recorded Letters (Covers) from Private John 
Thomas (promoted to Corporal on 12 March 1862) prior to 13 October 1865, 
at which stage he had left Wellington, and was stationed at Wanganui. 
However, he did keep a Journal. 
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JOHN THOMAS MONTHLY SETTLEMENTS -  
CLOTHING ACCOUNT & SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
 
Clothing Account- Thomas’s first entry is for July 1861 at Wellington, New 
Zealand.  
 
It shows he generally owed up to a few shillings at the end of each month in 
1861.  His clothing account shows he received a tunic, a pair of trousers and 
a pair of boots in Sept. 1861. 
 
In 1862 he was still in Wellington. His account was up to 9s. 4½d. in credit in 
April and up to 7s. 9½d. in debit in September. He received a tunic, a pair of 
trousers, a pair of boots and a “shako” on 1/7/1862. He remained in 
Wellington in 1863, receiving his tunic, trousers and boots on 1 April 1863.  
 
In 1864 he received a serge frock, boots, trousers and a “shako” in June and 
more boots, serge frock and serge trousers in November 1864.  
 
Saving Account – October 1865 – September 1867.  
1 October 1865 Balance of £10 11s. 7½d. his savings stayed at this level up 
to May 1866 when they jumped to £15 5s. 3½d. By November they peaked at 
£23 12s. 8¾d. only to drop to £17 14s. 2¼d. a month later.  
 
His savings stayed at this level until the final entry in September 1867. 
 

 

 
Shako 
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WANGANUI 
Corporal John Thomas arrived at Wanganui from Wellington on 4 February 
1865  On 14 February 1865 a detachment of two officers, 124 men under 
Captain Buck, proceeded to Mount Trafford.  
 

MOUNT TRAFFORD 
 

 
Corporal John Thomas’s original map (Note position of his Tent) 
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MOUNT TRAFFORD 
 

 
Corporal John Thomas’s original drawing of the Redoubt 

 
Trafford’s Redoubt Terrace edge above right bank of the Whanganui River opposite 
Kaiwhaiki; at ‘Trafford’ trig (205 m a.s.l.); access from Tokomaru East Road. Built as 
Titokowaru advanced towards Whanganui, Named after Major Trafford. An unusual 
triangular work at a sharp terrace point, high above the Whanganui River. A large angled 
bastion dominates ditch and bank defences facing the terrace on the west side. At the 
other two sides above the steep hillside there is now a bank on part of the north side only. 
In the 1961 visit for the original record this was visible also on the southeast side to the 
eastern point of the redoubt. Good condition in pasture, fenced from the terrace. Three 
interior depressions noted on the 1963 record were not visible in 2007. 
Reference Whanganui Fortifications. 
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WANGANUI 
 
On 15 February 1865, three companies (five officers, and 224 men) under 
Brevet Major Strange proceeded to Auckland to relieve a detachment of the 
65th Regiment. 
 
On 1 March 1865, the Battalion under the command of Lieut.-Colonel Trevor 
marched from Otahuhu to Auckland where No. 2 Company joined 
Headquarters, and they proceeded to HMS Brisk to join the field force under 
Lieut.-General Cameron at Wanganui; the field strength was nine officers, 
316 men, which was augmented on 7 March 1865 by 50 men of No. 6 
Company from Mount Trafford. 
 
Stewart’s Redoubt  
 
On 15 March 1865, Captain R. H. Vivian with three officers and 105 men 
occupied Stewart’s Redoubt, and Lieutenant G. F. Green and 25 men were 
detached to Maxwell’s Farm where they remained until 19 May 1865, when 
they re-joined Headquarters. 
 
Stewart’s Redoubt; also Mussen’s Redoubt north of Brunswick Road at edge of tableland 
overlooking Kai Iwi Stream valley to the north, at or near ‘Mt Stuart’ trig. Established before 
General Cameron’s 1865 South Taranaki campaign, to secure Pākehā settlement behind 
the advancing troops Held by 70 men of the 57th Regiment before militia took over on 31 
January 1865 Name probably from Captain J. Stewart of the 57th Regiment. Reoccupied 
by local forces after Titokowaru’s success over Whitmore at Moturoa in November 1868 
Square ditch and bank earthwork c. 50 × 50 yards (45 × 45 m), with bastions at two 
corners covering three sides. The north side above scarp to valley has a bank only and no 
flanking defence. defensive trenches will survive subsurface; now under pasture. 
Reference Whanganui Fortifications. 
 
 
Nukumaru – Weraroa Pa 
  
On 6 June 1865, Headquarters under Lieut.-Colonel W. C. Trevor marched 
from Wanganui to Nukumaru where they were stationed until 21 July 1865, 
when they marched and occupied the deserted Weraroa Pa. 
 
During their stay, Captain G. L. Bryce, Lieutenant and Adjutant F. L. B. Butler 
and Ensign P. W. Symonds, whilst tracking footprints in the bush, were 
attacked and wounded; however, they were all able to eventually reach 
camp. 
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Corporal John Thomas – Letters Home 
October, November & December 1865 

 

 
WANGANUI 13 OCTOBER 1865 – WELLINGTON 14 OCTOBER 1865 – LIVERPOOL 23 DECEMBER 1865 

 

 
WANGANUI 6 NOVEMBER 1865 – WELLINGTON 8 NOVEMBER 1865 – LIVERPOOL 19 JANUARY 1866 

 

 
WANGANUI 4 DECEMBER 1865 – WELLINGTON 9 DEC. 1865 – LIVERPOOL 16 FEBRUARY 1865 
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MAJOR –GENERAL TREVOR CHUTE  
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GENERAL CHUTE’S CAMPAIGN  
BETWEEN WANGANUI & TARANAKI 
 
On 3 January 1866, the Headquarters under Lieut.-Colonel W. C. Trevor, with 
Captains R. H. Vivian and A. L. Furneaux, Lieutenants A. R. Keogh, H. 
Swanson and G. Caldwell, and Ensigns C. Wood, W. B. Churchward, and 
280 Rank and File of the 14th, marched from Weraroa as the Infantry 
contingent of the Field Force then formed under the command of Major 
General Chute for further operations against the Maoris. 
 
Prior to leaving Wanganui, John Thomas posted this letter home. 

 

 
 

WANGANUI 4 JANUARY 1866 – WELLINGTON 6 JAN. 1866 – LIVERPOOL 22 MARCH 1866 
 

ALL THE RECORDED LETTERS ARE ADDRESSED TO HIS BROTHER 
DAVID CHARLES THOMAS 

 
DIARY of JOHN THOMAS 

General Chute Campaign between Wanganui & Taranaki 
 

The force consisted of the following 2/14th Regt. 250 Rank & File under Command of Lt. Col. Trevor 1 
Company of forest Rangers under Comd. of Major Von Tempsky 200 Native contingent under Comd of 
Major McDonnoll. The whole under Command of Major Genral Chut. 
 
General Chute Campaign between Wanganui and Taranaki. 
The force consisted of the following 2/14th Regt. 250 Rank & File under 
Command of Lt. Col. Trevor 1 Company of Forest Rangers under Command 
of Major Von Tempsky 200 Native contingent under Command of Major 
McDonnell. The whole under Command of Major General Chute. 
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3 January 1866 
 
Started this Morning at 4 oC Am for Ohinumutu arrived their about 3 oC Pm the same date after a March of 
20 Miles in a strait line from where we started it is about 5 or 6 Miles the day was verrey hot and we found it 
verrey hard to March 
 
Started this Morning at 4 o’clock a m for Ohinemutu arrived there about 3 
o’clock p m the same date after a march of 20 Miles in a straight line from 
where we started it is about 5 or 6 Miles the day was very hot and we found it 
very hard to March. 
Comment - I was puzzled by the reference to Ohinemutu, as this is a 
location near Lake Rotorua, however I located a map enclosed in War Office 
letter 7 February 1867, which showed the location as being on the Patea 
River. 

 
 

Map showing position of OHINEMUTU & HAWERA 
 
4 January 1866 
Their was a party of 300 Rank & File consisting of the 14 Regiment Forrest Rangers & Native Contingent 
went out this morning about Eight oC Am to scour the Bush on their way they came across a rebel pah 
called Okotutu pah verrey strongly fortified by the hows-hows their was Som hevey firing on both sides for 
about one hour when the Order was given to charge and drive the Enemy out of the stronghold we hud one 
officer & 4 men wounded one of men since dead Rebels loss not known 
 
There was a party of 300 Rank & File consisting of the 14 Regiment Forest 
Rangers & Native Contingent went out this morning about 8 am to scour the 
Bush on their way they came across a rebel pah called Okotuku pah very 
strongly fortified by the Hau Hau there was some heavy firing on both sides 
for about one hour when the Order was given to charge and drive the Enemy 
out of the stronghold we had one officer & 4 men wounded one of men since 
dead Rebels loss not known. 1 Killed 6 Wounded, 6 Hostile Maori Killed –  
Ref Cowan. 
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5 January 1866 
A Party of 100 Men went out this Morning and brought plenty of potatoes back with them and two prisoners 
hows-hows one man & a woman the Man was Sent to wanganui under escort  
 
A Party of 100 Men went out this Morning and brought plenty of potatoes 
back with them and two prisoners Hau Haus one man & a woman the man 
was sent to Wanganui under escort. 
 
6 January 1866 
Left ohinumutu this Morning about 4 oC Am on the March to putuko pah Arrived in front of the pah about 
11/2 Mile at Eight oC Am same date March today 10 Miles the day was verrey hot as soon as we began to 
pitch our Camp the how-hows began to hoist their war flag up and down daring us to com on but we where 
waiting for a reainforcement to join us of the 50 Regiment befor we dare attack the pah for our force was not 
strong anuff and their was a great quanty of how-hows at this place their was a little skirmish in the evening 
between the how-hows and Native Contingent one of the Native Contingent wounded slightly the 50 arrived 
in the evening 200 men 
 
Left Ohinemutu this morning about 4 am on the march to Te Putahi pah 
Arrived in front of the pah about 1½ mile at 8 am.  March today 10 Miles the 
day was very hot as soon as we began to pitch our Camp the Hau Haus 
began to hoist their war flag up and down daring us to come on but we were 
waiting for a reinforcement to join us of the 50th Regiment before we dare 
attack the pah for our force was not strong enough and there was a great 
quantity of Hau Haus at this place there was a little skirmish in the evening 
between the Hau Haus and Native Contingent one of the Native Contingent 
wounded slightly the 50th Regt. arrived in the evening 200 men. 
 
7 January 1866 
Started this Morning Sunday at 2-30 oC Am for to storm the pah at putaki and March in the rear of the pah 
wich took us 4 hours the road was fearful climbing up gulleys by sooplejacks and loring ourselves down by 
them their was no chance of us taking the pah in the front when we neared the pah we could here the how-
hows at prair but as soon as they seen us they began the war dance and the noise was terrifying to here we 
were arranged in line 50th on the right 14th in the center 2/18th Royal Irish on the left the firing commenced 
and was kept up for about one hour when the order was given to charge the pah the line advance steadily 
until within about 50 yards from the pah when a british cheer was given and a great rush Made towards the 
pah and droved the Enemy out of their strong hold their was a great Number of the Rebel Natives found 
dead and dying we burnt the pah and destroyed all the cropps their was only one Man on our side Killed and 
he belong to the 50 Regiment he was a Corporal their eas several Men wounded but only Slittley and the 
brave Major McDonnoll got wounded in the leg but only slittley we returned to our Camp about 11 oC Am 
same date verrey tired and hungry after our hard Morning work and verrey glad to return safe back to Camp 
 
James Cowen records the casualties as follows: 
British and Colonial Forces and Friendly Maoris 
 2 Killed, and 12 wounded. 
Hostile Maoris 
 15 Killed  
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7 January 1866 Continued 
 
Started this Morning Sunday at 2-30 am for to storm the pah at Te Putahi and 
march in the rear of the pah which took us 4 hours the road was fearful 
climbing up gulley’s by supplejacks and lowering ourselves down by them 
there was no chance of us taking the pah in the front when we neared the 
pah we could hear the Hau Haus at prayer but as soon as they seen us they 
began the war dance and the noise was terrifying to hear we were arranged 
in line 50th on the right 14th in the center 2/18th Royal Irish on the left the firing 
commenced and was kept up for about one hour when the order was given to 
charge the pah the line advance steadily until within about 50 yards from the 
pah when a British cheer was given and a great rush made towards the pah 
and drove the Enemy out of their strong hold there was a great number of the 
Rebel Natives found dead and dying we burnt the pah and destroyed all the 
crops there was only one Man on our side Killed and he belong to the 50th  
Regiment he was a Corporal their was several Men wounded but only slightly 
and the brave Major McDonnel got wounded in the leg but only slightly we 
returned to our Camp about 11 am same date very tired and hungry after our 
hard Morning work and very glad to return safe back to Camp. 
 
James Cowen records 
“The next operation was the attack and capture of a strong Hau Hau pa at Te 
Putahi, on high ground above the Whenuakura River.  The terrain was thickly 
wooded, with awkward spurs, where it was easy for a small force to resist an 
advance.”…”Their resistance was determined but the pa was soon taken at 
the bayonet’s point…” 
“This sharp action drove the Hau Haus inland, and terminated the fighting 
south of the Patea.” 
 
 
8 January 1866 
This Morning the Native Contingent & Forest Rangers went out to recoaniter and found 9 dead bodeys 
belong to the how-hows on the bank of a river about one Mile from the pah and a number gathered together 
by the how-hows ready to berrey on Native prisoner taken today he was shot this Evening by the Native 
Contingent 
 
 
This Morning the Native Contingent & Forest Rangers went out to reconnoiter 
and found 9 dead bodies belong to the Hau Hau’s on the bank of a river 
about one Mile from the pah and a number gathered together by the Hau 
Hau’s ready to bury a Native prisoner taken today he was shot this evening 
by the Native Contingent. 
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9 January 1866 
Left putaki at 4 oC Am this Morning for Kakarema arrived their at 1-30 oC Pm distunce about 19 Miles their 
was a detacht of the 50 Regiment stutioned their 
 
Left Te Putahi at 4 am this morning for Ketemarai arrived there at 1-30 pm a 
distance about 19 Miles there was a detachment of the 50th Regiment 
stationed there. 
 
10 January 1866 
Fine day no pahs about here seeing nothing to day 
 
Fine day no pahs about here seeing nothing to day. 
 
11 January 1866 
Left Kakarema at 4 oC Am for Tongahoe March about 15 Miles arrived their 12 oC (noon) same date when 
still fine nothing accord to day verrey pirticular 
 
Left Ketemarai at 4 am for Tangahoe, march about 15 Miles arrived there 12  
(noon) same date when still fine nothing occurred to day very particular. 
 
12 January 1866 
Left Tongahoe at 4 oC Am for Katameria arrived their at 7 oC Am same date 7 Miles short March to day 
grute Number of rebel pah's about this place 
 
Left Tangahoe at 4 am for Ketemarai arrived there at 7 am same date 7 Miles 
short march to day great number of rebels pah's about this place. 
 
13 January 1866 
Started at 2 oC Am about 600 Men to attack a pah called otapawa it was a verrey strong position and 
surround by bsuh on three sides with a oping in front the pah was Palasaided all arround and their was a 
deep trench arround also as we advanced up to the pah they were as quiet as if it was disserted but the 
trench was lined with how-hows the 57th Regiment was Marching up with Slope arms thinking that their was 
no one in but when they arrived within about 30 yards they were met with a volley from the how-hows wich 
made them retire towards the Bush their was 12 men got shot of the 57h Regt at that volley the 14 Regiment 
arrived just in time to help them and the whole rushed the pah and drove them out of their strong old once 
more their a fearful loss on our side but a grate deal More on the Enemys side I seen som fearful sights that 
day their was 25 Killed and wounded on our side Mostely belonging to the 57 Regiment and one Colonel 
same Corps we lost one of our best Natives guides shot by mistake taken for a rebel it was said that the 57th 
Regiment shot him but they did not know him their was only one Sergeant and one Private Solder Killed 
belonging to the14 Regiment the rebels fought verrey hard to try to keep this place but we had it burned 
down within about 2 hours afterwards 
 
Started at 2 am about 600 Men to attack a pah called Otapawa it was a very 
strong position and surrounded by bush on three sides with an opening in 
front the pah was palisaded all around and there was a deep trench around 
also as we advanced up to the pah they were as quiet as if it was deserted 
but the trench was lined with Hau Hau’s. 
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13 January 1866 continued  
The 57th Regiment was marching up with Sloped arms thinking that there was 
no one in but when they arrived within about 30 yards they were met with a 
volley from the Hau Hau’s which made them retire towards the Bush there 
was 12 men got shot of the 57th Regt. at that volley the 14th Regiment arrived 
just in time to help them and the whole rushed the pah and drove them out of 
their stronghold once more there was a fearful loss on our side but a great 
deal more on the Enemy’s side  
I saw some fearful sights that day there was 25 killed and wounded on our 
side mostly belonging to the 57th  Regiment and one Colonel same Corps we 
lost one of our best Natives guides shot by mistake taken for a rebel it was 
said that the 57th Regiment shot him but they did not know him there was only 
one Sergeant and one Private Solder killed belonging to the 14th Regiment 
the rebels fought very hard to try to keep this place but we had it burned 
down within about 2 hours afterwards. 
 
James Cowen records: 
(He states that this action took place on the 14th January 1866) 
 British and Colonial Forces etc. 
  11 Killed, 20 Wounded 
 Hostile Maoris 
  31 Killed 
Major-General Chute had a narrow escape; a bullet tore the braid on his coat. 
 

 
 

OTAPAWA PA                      Cowen New Zealand Wars 
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14 January 1866 
Sunday Morning 150 Men of the 50 Regiment arrived here to day Nothing don to day all verrey quiet 
 
Sunday Morning 150 Men of the 50th Regiment arrived here today Nothing 
done today all very quiet. 
 
15 January 1866 
Started this Morning at 4 oC Am to attack Katameria pah this was a verrey fine place wemarched against it 
with a strong force and 2 Armstrong guns wich played on the fenching in front of the pah but when we 
arrived at the pah we found it verrey dificuelt to take had they remained all the troops returned to Camp after 
burning and destroying all they could the Forrest rangers & Native Contingent reconiterd through the bush 
and killed 10 how-hows and burnt 18 small villages their was a party of 300 Men went out at 2 oC Pm this 
Evening and came across a Nother pah but no one in it they burnt it and returned to Camp that ended that 
day with no loss on our side 
 
Started this Morning at 4 am to attack Ketemarae  pah this was a very fine 
place we marched against it with a strong force and 2 Armstrong guns which 
played on the fencing in front of the pah but when we arrived at the pah we 
found it very difficult to take had they remained all the troops returned to 
Camp after burning and destroying all they could the Forrest rangers & Native 
Contingent reconnoitered through the bush and killed 10 Hau Hau’s and burnt 
18 small villages there was a party of 300 Men went out at 2 pm this Evening 
and came across another pah but no one in it they burnt it and returned to 
Camp that ended that day with no loss on our side.  
James Cowen: Confirmed that Hostile Maoris had 10 Killed. 
 
16 January 1866 
Making parpretions to day to proceid through the bush to taraniki in rear of Mount Egment 

 
Making preparations today to proceed through the bush 

to Taranaki in rear of Mount Egmont. 
 

 
General Chute’s Column on the March 
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THE MARCH THROUGH THE FOREST 
The vigorous Imperial commander now rounded off the invasion of the Hau Hau country by 
taking a column through to New Plymouth by the most direct route – the difficult, almost 
unknown, Maori trail through the dense forest on the east side of Mount Egmont. – James 
Cowen. 
 
Another opinion:  
Reference David Green – Dictionary of New Zealand Biography 1990 
Chute's operations were interrupted by the 'forest march' of January 1866, in which some 
500 men took 9 days to tramp from modern day Hawera to New Plymouth along a disused 
bridle track east of Mt Taranaki. The journey usually took two or three days, but the use of 
pack-horses necessitated the bridging of many of the 'twenty-one rivers and ninety gullies' 
which had to be crossed. As food ran out and rain fell incessantly, things 'began to look 
certainly very horrible, for no one knew where we were.' To avert starvation, two horses 
were killed and eaten: 'The heart was reserved for the General'. When the force marched 
into New Plymouth (after a halt to smarten themselves up) they were fêted by the 
townspeople for their conquest of the interior.  
In truth, Chute had nearly lost his force without encountering the enemy. 
 
17 January 1866 
The force left Camp Katameria at 4 oC Am towards the bush the force consisted of the followingas shown in 
the Margin [2/14th Regiment 1 T off, 2 Cap, 3 Sub, 11 Sergt, 4 D, 236 R & F Forrest Rangers 1 TO, 1 Cap, 2 
Sergt, 56 R & F N.Contingent 0 TO, 0 C, 1 Sub, 56 R & F Royal Artery Lieut Carry, one sergeant 36 R & F] 
with a number of horses Each man of the 14th Regt carred 1 Great coat 1 Blanket 1 shirt 1 pair Socks 1 
towel and two days biscuits our Meet was carred by the horses when we proceided about 3 Miles in the bush 
we hird som shots in our rear it was the Royal-Artiliary firing at 3 rebels that was seen to cross the track but 
they got away we came across a Small village wich we burnt and proceided on our jurny after we got 7 Miles 
in the bush we halted for to get something to eat and remained 1ó hour the Native Contingent went ahed and 
came across 9 how-hows Killed 3 and took a girl prisonerwho they received grate informations from we 
marched about 15 Miles that day and halted for the night at a place in the Bush the Natives Called it Pariau 
we made our beds of leaves of the trees and had nothing to cover us only our blanket and Great Coat  
 
The force left Camp Ketemarae at 4 am towards the bush the force consisted 
of the following as shown in the Margin [2/14th Regiment 1 T off, 2 Cap, 3 
Sub, 11 Sergeant. 4 D, 236 R & F Forest Rangers 1 TO, 1 Cap, 2 Sergeant. 
56 R & F Contingent 0 TO, 0 C, 1 Sub, 56 R & F Royal Artillery Lieut. Carry, 
one sergeant 36 R & F] with a number of horses. Each man of the 14th Regt. 
carried 1 Great coat, 1 Blanket, 1 shirt, 1 pair Socks, 1 towel, and two days 
biscuits our meat was carried by the horses when we proceeded about 3 
Miles in the bush we heard some shots in our rear it was the Royal-Artillery 
firing at 3 rebels that was seen to cross the track but they got away we came 
across a Small village which we burnt and proceeded on our journey after we 
got 7 Miles in the bush we halted for to get something to eat and remained 1ó 
hour the Native Contingent went ahead and came across 9 Hau Hau’s Killed 
3 and took a girl prisoner who they received great information from. We 
marched about 15 Miles that day and halted for the night at a place in the 
Bush the Natives Called it Pariau we made our beds of leaves of the trees 
and had nothing to cover us only our blanket and Great Coat.  
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18 January 1866 
Left Camp Pariau at 5 oC Am Marched 6 Miles when we halted for breakfast the roads is geging to get 
verrey bad we went on again after breakfast and had to Make our own road Marched 4 Miles the remainer of 
the day that was from about 10 oC Am until 5 oC Pm their was one how-how Killed to day by one of the 
Forrest rangers it was Eight oC Pm befor the last of the pack horses got in on account of the road they had 
to traid 
 
Left Camp Pariau at 5 am Marched 6 Miles when we halted for breakfast the 
roads is going to get very bad we went on again after breakfast and had to 
make our own road.  Marched 4 Miles the remainder of the day that was from 
about 10 am until 5 pm there was one Hau Hau killed today by one of the 
Forest Rangers it was Eight pm before the last of the pack horses got in on 
account of the road they had to tread. 
 
19 January 1866 
Left Camp Tepipo at Eight oC Am Marched 10 Miles wich took us until 5 oC Pm the roads still verrey bad 
and crossed a great Menney gullies to day when we first started we thought that we would only be three 
days going through the bush and only brought three days Provisions with us but the Commat General 
brought More than he was orderd to bring wich was a good job for their his no sine of us getting out of the 
bush for a day or two and the horses as just had their last of food 
 
Left Camp Te Popo at 8 am marched 10 Miles which took us until 5 pm the 
roads still very bad and crossed a great many gullies to day when we first 
started we thought that we would only be three days going through the bush 
and only brought three days provisions with us but the Commissariat General 
brought more than he was ordered to bring which was a good job for there is 
no sign of us getting out of the bush for a day or two and the horses as just 
had their last of food. 
 
20 January 1866 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont at Eight oC Am Marched until 5 oC Pm and only made about 5 Miles on 
account of the roads been so bad and got . of lb of buiscuit for the day and nothing els the horses had 
nothing to eat but the bark of the trees so sine of clearing the bush 
 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont at 8 am marched until 5 pm and only 
made about 5 Miles on account of the roads been so bad and got ? of lb of 
biscuits for the day and nothing else the horses had nothing to eat but the 
bark of the trees so sine of clearing the bush. 
 

Hard going through the bush and over rivers and streams. 
Food only for three days now running out and the horses 

nothing to eat except the bark of trees. 
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21 January 1866 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont at 9 oC Am Marched until 5 oC Pm it rained all day we ware wet and 
hungary and had only a small allounce of buiscuts to day and the last that his with us we are out of every 
thing that we can eat 

 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont at 9 am marched until 5 pm it rained all 
day we ware wet and hungry and had only a small allowance of biscuits to 
day and the last that is with us we are out of everything that we can eat. 

 
ALL THE FOOD HAS GONE 

 
22 January 1866 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont att 9 oC Am and all the larg gullies we came to the horses had to be 
unloaded and the things carred across for the horses ware to week to carrey them across for they are 
without food two days and one of our Men fell down to day on account of getting nothing to eat we had to Kill 
one horse to day for food and that was all we got for the day their was two officers and a few natives travled 
all last night to try and get out of the bush and send us help 
 
Left Camp in rear of Mount Egmont at 9 am and all the large gullies we came 
to the horses had to be unloaded and the things carried across for the horses 
were to weak to carry them across for they are without food two days and one 
of our men fell down today on account of getting nothing to eat we had to kill 
one horse to day for food and that was all we got for the day there was two 
officers and a few natives travelled all last night to try and get out of the bush 
and send us help. I have read somewhere that Major-General Chute was 
given the Heart. 
 
23 January 1866 
The Force Stood fast to day expecting news from the party that went ahead we killed two more horses this 
Morning for food but their was a great Menney Men verrey bad for they could not eat the hors flesh about 3 
oC Pm one of the officers returned with news to us and at 5 oC Pm their was a party of the 43 & 68 Regts 
brought us som biscuits and the Meb began to get More cherful 
 
The Force Stood fast to day expecting news from the party that went ahead 
we killed two more horses this morning for food but there was a great many 
men very bad for they could not eat the horse flesh about 3 pm one of the 
officers returned with news to us and at 5 pm there was a party of the 43rd & 
68th Regiments brought us some biscuits and the men began to get more 
cheerful. 
 
24 January 1866 
Left Camp horse flesh at 7 oC Am Marched until 5 Pm did not travel verrey far to day on accnt of the roads 
being so bad it rained part of to day 
 
Left Camp, horse flesh at 7 am marched until 5 pm did not travel very far 
today on account of the roads being so bad it rained part of today. 
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25 January 1866 
Started this Morning at 7 oC Am got out of the Bush at 9-30 oC Am same dat the distance was about 5 Miles 
and we were verrey glad to get once More in the hopen air we had to March about 7 Miles towards turaniki 
where we encampt for the night their ware a great number of the towns people came to look at us in our dirty 
state after been in the bush for nine days but we ware provided with plenty to eat wich was wanted after that 
March for we were the first troops that ever went that way 
 
Started this morning at 7 am got out of the Bush at 9-30 am same date the 
distance was about 5 Miles and we were very glad to get once more in the 
open air we had to march about 7 Miles towards Taranaki (New Plymouth) 
where we encamped for the night there were a great number of the towns 
people came to look at us in our dirty state after been in the bush for nine 
days but we were provided with plenty to eat which was wanted after that 
march for we were the first troops that ever went that way. 
 
26 January 1866 
This day was verrey fine and the people of taraniki gave us all a fine dinner wich we took on our own Camp 
ground their was plenty of everthing and beer for all the Men and everthing went off well 
 
This day was very fine and the people of Taranaki gave us all a fine dinner 
which we took on our own Camp ground there was plenty of everything and 
beer for all the men and everything went off well. 
 

RETURNING HOME TO WANGANUI 
 

27 January 1866 
We started this Morning at 10 oC Am towards Wamganui and on our road we had to go through the town of 
taraniki their was a tryumphant arch for us to March under & the Commt of taraniki read an address to the 
Genral on behalf of the troops and himself for theirgalant conduct since their left Wanganui we Marched to 
day about 11 Miles and Encampt for the night at a place called oukuru 
 
We started this Morning at 10 am towards Wanganui and on our road, we 
had to go through the town of Taranaki.  There was a triumphant arch for us 
to march under & the Commandant of Taranaki read an address to the 
General on behalf of the troops and himself for their gallant conduct since 
their left Wanganui we marched to day about 11 Miles and encamped for the 
night at a place called Oakura (On the coast). 
 
28 January 1866 
Left Cap oukuru at 9 oC Am it was a verrey fine day we Marched 12 Miles it was Sunday and we had church 
Sirvice in the Evening 
 
Left Camp Oakura at 9 am it was a very fine day we marched 12 Miles it was 
Sunday and we had church Service in the Evening. 
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29 January 1866 
Left Camp Stoney River at 10 oC Am Marched 9 Miles weather still fine nothing accurd today 
 
Left Camp Stoney River at 10 am marched 9 Miles weather still fine nothing 
occurred today. 
 
30 January 1866 
The whole of the force stood fast to day we are going out Morrow to attack a pah 
 
The whole of the force stood fast to day we are going out tomorrow to attack 
a pah. 
 
1 February 1866 
Started at 3 oC Am this Morning to attack Waikoku pah and as usual we had to make our way for about 6 
Miles through the bush in file and as the first of our line made their apperance in sight of the pah the how-
hows were ready for us for they had all cleared out of the pah and was hiding in the bush as soon as they 
thought that we ware in the pah they let a volley in the pah but to no effect we soon made them retreat their 
was one man shot dead he was belonging to my Company the first death that happened in our company 
since the beginning of the Campgain he was a Maried Man and had a family of three children 
 
Started at 3 am this Morning to attack Waikoko pah and as usual we had to 
make our way for about 6 Miles through the bush in file and as the first of our 
line made their appearance in sight of the pah the Hau Hau’s were ready for 
us for they had all cleared out of the pah and was hiding in the bush as soon 
as they thought that we were in the pah they let a volley in the pah but to no 
effect we soon made them retreat there was one man shot dead he was 
belonging to my Company the first death that happened in our company since 
the beginning of the Campaign he was a married man and had a family of 
three children. 
Casualties:   British & Colonial Forces etc.- 1 Killed and 3 wounded 
   Hostile Maoris - 4 Killed 

 
THIS WAS THE LAST SKIRMISH IN GENERAL CHUTE’S MARCH 

 
2 February 1866 
Left Camp Waitoturoa at 8 oC Am Marched until 4 oC Pm a distance of 18 Miles and encampt at opaniki the 
Genral made prisoners of the 34 nutiral natives they all took the oath of Eligence but he brought the west 
coast prophet a prisoner to wanganui he was the Man that made his how-hows religion that is one of their 
own one of the commandments is to drink every white man’s blood that they can catch 

 
Left Camp Waitoturoa* at 8 am marched until 4 pm a distance of 18 Miles 
and encamped at Opunake, the General made prisoners of the 34 neutral 
natives they all took the oath of allegiance, but he brought the West Coast 
prophet a prisoner to Wanganui he was the man that made his Hau Hau’s 
religion that is one of their own one of the commandments is to drink every 
white man’s blood that they can catch.  

*I am unable to confirm the location or name of Waitoturoa. 
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3 February 1866 
Left Camp opiniki and sent our tents back to turuniki we had two days March before we got  henney tents we 
marched to day about 11 Miles we would have gon furthr but it was a wet day and we had to sleep in the firn 
for the night and it was verry wet one and rained part of the next day The place that we stoped at was called 
oae it was once a Marrie setelement 
 
Left Camp Opanake and sent our tents back to Taranaki we had two days 
March before we got any tents we marched to day about 11 Miles we would 
have gone further but it was a wet day and we had to sleep in the fern for the 
night and it was very wet one and rained part of the next day The place that 
we stopped at was called Oeo it was once a Maori settlement. 
 
4 February 1866 
Left Camp Oae at 7-30 oC Am Marched 20 Miles to Wangangora we found it a heavey March and crossed a 
great Menney rivers we ware wet to the skin when we got into Wangangora Camp, ware the 57 Regiment 
ware and ware we left som of our things before we proceided to turaniki arround by Mount Egmont so that 
left us to go all round it wich every one thought it impossible to do we ware verrey glad to get things to 
change 
 
Left Camp Oeo at 7-30 am marched 20 Miles to Waingongoro we found it a 
heavy march and crossed a great many rivers we ware wet to the skin when 
we got into Waingongoro Camp, where the 57th  Regiment were and where 
we left some of our things before we proceeded to Taranaki around by Mount 
Egmont so that left us to go all round it which everyone thought it impossible 
to do we were very glad to get things to change. 
 
5 February 1866 
Left Camp Wangangroa at 9-30 oC Am Marched 14 Miles to Manauapa where we remaind for the night 
 
Left Camp Waingongoro at 9-30 am marched 14 Miles to Manawapou where 
we remained for the night. 
 
6 February 1866 
Left Manauapa at 10-30 oC Am March to day 15 Miles to the patea arrived their atr 3-30 oCPm 
 
Left Manawapou at 10-30 am march today 15 Miles to the Patea arrived there 
at 3-30 pm. 
 
7 February 1866 
Left the patea at 8 oC Am March to day 20 Miles to the Waitotoroa arrived their about 4 oC Pm 
 
Left the Patea at 8 am march today 20 Miles to the Waitotara arrived there 
about 4 pm. 
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Camp at Waitotara 1864 

“One of our Brasier’s non fighting days]” Hamley, Joseph Osbertus, 1820-1911: Sketches in New Zealand 
[ca 1860 to 1864]. Ref: E-047-q-036. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. 
 http://natlib.govt.nz/records/22772498 
 
8 February 1866 
Left the Waitotoroa at 4 oC Am Marched to proceid to the Wereroa where we first started from we arrived 
their at 7 oC Am March to day 9 Miles but when within about 3 Miles from the wereroa the Genral and Staff & 
Native Contingent & Forest rangers and 2 Companys of our regiment proceided to Wanganui when we ware 
parting that brave Man Major Von Tempskey took off his Cap and shouted three cheers for the 14th 
Regiment which was returned to Major Von Tempsky and the Forrest Rangers by the 14th Regiment. 
 
Left the Waitotara at 4 am marched to proceed to the Weraroa where we first 
started from we arrived there at 7 am March to day 9 Miles but when within 
about 3 Miles from the Weraroa the General and Staff & Native Contingent & 
Forest Rangers and 2 Companies of our Regiment proceeded to Wanganui 
when we were parting that brave man Major Von Tempsky took off his Cap 
and shouted three cheers for the 14th Regiment which was returned to Major 
Von Tempsky and the Forest Rangers by the 14th Regiment. 
 

16-day gap 
25 February 1866 
Sunday Morning the 14th Regt left the Wereroa for Wanganui with the exceptions of onehundred Men our 
March to day was 25 Miles a hevey March. 
 
Sunday Morning the 14th Regt left the Weraroa for Wanganui with the 
exceptions of one hundred men our march today was 25 Miles a heavy 
march. 

10-day gap 
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10 March 1866 
The Company that I belong to left Wanganui this day to releave som of the 2/18 Regiment Stationed at 
Alexanders Farm Redoubt 14 Mile along the Coast we had not the pleasure of remaining in a town long but 
we are verrey well off here this his a fine station when ew remained until the… 
 
The Company that I belong to left Wanganui this day to relieve some of the 
2/18th Regiment stationed at Alexanders Farm Redoubt 14 Mile along the 
Coast we had not the pleasure of remaining in a town long but we are very 
well off here this is a fine station when we remained until the… 

 

 
ALEXANDER’S FARM REDOUBT, NEW ZEALAND Original Painting by John Thomas  

 
Alexander’s Farm Redoubt  Rapanui, Whanganui; terrace edge south of 
Mowhanau Stream; access via Rapanui Road and Peat Avenue, in paddock 
past houses at end of road. In 1864 a large camp was set up north of 
Whanganui, as a base from which General Cameron left on 24 January 1865 
for the advance into South Taranaki (Cowan 1983 II: 46–60; Prickett 2002: 
108–111). Remaining troops then put up a 250-man redoubt (Springer ms1), 
probably the recorded site. On 31 December 1865, General Chute left the 
post on the second South Taranaki campaign. The redoubt and associated 
features are mostly in excellent order, but for the ditch and some of the bank 
on the southeast side destroyed by a road formation. Three hut sites are cut 
into the adjacent terrace edge; other features are visible on sloping ground 
north of the redoubt.  
 
Refence - Fortifications of the NZ Wars – Nigel Prickett 
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ALEXANDER’S REDOUBT 
 

 
 

Alexander’s Redoubt      N. Prickett 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Map showing location of Alexander’s Redoubt 
Also the Route along which the troops marched 

 
MAORI LAND WAR campaign map prepared by the topographical depot of 
the British War Office. 
Signed by D. Gamble, Deputy QM General of New Zealand 
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WANGANUI REDOUBTS 
 
 

 
 

 
Map showing the WANGANUI REDOUBTS 

 
1 Stewart’s Redoubt 
 Name probably from Captain J. Stewart of the 57th Regiment.   
2 Trafford’s Redoubt 

  Named after Major Trafford. 
3 Bryce’s Redoubt  

  Named from Lieutenant John Bryce, Kai-iwi Yeomanry Cavalry Volunteers. 
 4 Woodall’s Redoubt 
  Named from Captain T.N. Woodall, 57th Regiment. 
 5 Rutland Redoubt 
  Constructed on 13 December 1846, by a detachment of the 58th   
  (Rutlandshire) Regiment which arrived at Whanganui on H.M.S. Calliope,.. 
 6 York Stockade 
  Constructed by troops of 65th (Yorkshire) Regiment.  
 7 Alexander’s Farm Redoubt (Also known as Kai Iwi Redoubt) 
  No known history. 
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SUMMARY 
The force which had left Wanganui on 30 December 1865, had 33 Royal 
Artillery with field guns, under Lieutenant Carr, 45 Forest Rangers, under 
Major Von Temsky, and about 300 strong Wanganui Native contingent and 
other friendly Maoris under Major McDonnell, as well as 45 Transport Corps 
each driving a two-horse dray. 
 
The 14th Regiment casualties were one sergeant, and two privates killed, 
Lieutenant Keogh and Swanson and six privates wounded. On 4 January 
1866, the 14th had three officers and 105 men at the attack on Ototuku, and 
200 men under Lieut.-Colonel Trevor at the attack at Te Putahi on 7 January, 
while 247 men were at Otapawa on 14 January.  
 
The bush march was nearly 60 miles long, and was the first time that it had 
been accomplished by Pakehas.  The Pa at Waikoko was attacked on 1 
February 1866 with one private of the 14th Regt. killed and three men 
wounded, one sergeant from the Rangers and two of the Wanganui native. 
 
HONOURS 
Captain Vivian, Lieutenant Keogh and Ensign Caldwell were mentioned in 
despatches for their services at Okotuku and Te Putahi; Lieut- Colonel Trevor 
was also mentioned.  For services rendered in this campaign, Lieut.– Colonel 
Trevor was created a C.B.  Captain Vivian and Strange were promoted 
Brevet Majors and NEW ZEALAND was added to the honours borne on the 
Regimental colours. 
 

 
14th Regimental Colours (NEW ZEALAND) 
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5 APRIL 1866 
Corporal John Thomas 
WANGANUI 
 
 

 
 

WANGANUI 5 APRIL 1866 – WELLINGTON 10 APRIL 1866 – LIVERPOOL 17 JUNE 1866. 
 
 
 

 
WANGANUI 5 APRIL 1866 – WELLINGTON 10 APRIL 1866 – LIVERPOOL 17 JUNE 1866. 
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3 August 1866  
Corporal John Thomas 
WANGANUI 

 

 
 

WANGANUI 3 AUGUST 1866 – WELLINGTON 7 AUGUST 1866  
LIVERPOOL 20 OCTOBER 1866. 

 

 
 

WANGANUI 3 AUGUST 1866 – WELLINGTON 7 AUGUST 1866  
LIVERPOOL 20 OCTOBER 1866. 

 
The black edged Mourning envelopes were probable used on account  

of the death of John Thomas’s brother Moses on 19 April 1866. 
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1866  
Corporal John Thomas 
WANGANUI 

 
 

COVER FRONT ONLY NO POSTAL MARKINGS  
APART FROM WANGANUI PB OBLITERATOR No. 8 

 
 
TO AUSTRALIA 

 
On 15 October 1866, the Headquarters of the 2nd Battalion under Lieut. -
Colonel W. C. Trevor returned to Auckland and embarked on the Monarch for 
Melbourne. Nos. 3, 4, & 7 Companies under Brevet Lieut.-Colonel Dwyer 
embarked on the Siam for Hobart Town. Nos. 2, 5 & 10 Companies under 
Brevet Major Vivian embarked on the Novelty for Adelaide. 
 
The Siam was inspected by Major-General Chute and Staff, prior to her 
sailing.  The following is the strength of those embarked :- Colonel Dwyer (in 
command), Captain Morgan, Captain Saunders, Lieutenant Whidborne, 
Lieutenant McMahon, Surgeon Lamb, Ensigns Thoms and Wood,271 rank 
and file, 37 women, 66 children – total, 374. 
 
 
TASMANIA 
 
John Thomas, records his arrival at Hobart from New Zealand as being on 1 
November 1866. 
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Sergeant John Thomas 
HOBART TOWN 
22 December 1866 
 

 

 
 
HOBART TASMANIA 20 DECEMBER 1866 – LIVERPOOL 16 FEBRUARY 1867 
 
 

 
 
HOBART TASMANIA 20 DECEMBER 1866 – LIVERPOOL 16 FEBRUARY 1867 
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FREMANTLE 
 
Sergeant John Thomas (Diary Notes) Records that he left Tasmania for 
Fremantle, after a stay of two years and six months. 
 
15 May 1868 
Embarked at Hobart Town for Fremantle. 
 
5 June 1868 
Landed at Fremantle 
He wrote letters to his Brother on 27 June 1868 and to his Sister on 18 July 
1868.  He also records writing to several people during July to November 
1868. 
 
21 December 1868 
Received a letter from his Brother George, and replied 6 January 1869. 
 
Details from his Cash Account shows a little of his daily life. 
 
Entries for August 1868 – Tobacco was the most frequently purchased item 
at around 4d a week.  Other items included a pencil 1d, sperm candle 3d, ink 
1d, pipe 1½d, matches 1½d, arithmetic book 1s, 2 stamps 2d, Rowe’s letters 
and railway guide 1s 3d, French lessons 6d, ¼lb cheese 4d, paid canteen bill 
1s 10d, thread pens and soda soap 5½d and wick for lamp 1d. 
 
There are several entries in the cash accounts as there are in the diary 
entries and in other places in the book which appear to be in code. 
 
John kept a duty roster for August and September 1868 showing his duties 
under “guards” were roughly every 4 days, under “picquets” every 5-10 days, 
under “fatigues” every 5-10 days and under “orderly man” every 2 weeks.  
 
The duty roster page also contains a “remarks” column which again has 
several entries in code. However, four are readable, although the last two 
appear to contain further code: 
 
17 December 1868 - Got 7 days for absence, pay from the 16th Dec inclusive 
07 January 1869 - Got 7 days cells for drunk on parade. 
14 February 1869 - Got 7 days CB pay for absence. 
02 April 1869 - 7 days cells for absence. 
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NOTEBOOK 
The notebook contains hints that he was trying to improve himself particularly 
with the purchase of books. John produced a list of books which he appeared 
to have owned, a dictionary, a philosophy book, a “poetical” book, a prayer 
book, the New Testament, an arithmetic book, a copy book and The Euclid. A 
series of notes follows on how to take shorthand, for example, “in writing from 
a speaker omit all the small and other words that do not affect the sense – fill 
them in afterwards. 
 
DRAFT OF A LETTER 
 
John appears to have roughed out or copied the following letter in his note book: 
Dear Sir, 
I now gladly write to inform you that the two Companies which embarked from the good 
town of Fremantle arrived safely here on the 8th instant after a voyage of 14 days.  Nothing 
of importance occurred at sea unless the last 2 days of our passage being very stormy, 
during which we encountered a heavy gale of wind. On disembarking here we were hailed 
by a large concourse of the inhabitants who seemingly were much delighted to see us 
back again. The ships which brought us sailed out again on the 16th Instance with other 2 
companies of our Regiment for Adelaide to relieve a Detachment of the 50th Regiment who 
at present stationed there, and it is expected that another company will embark for Buslee 
to relieve the 50th Regiment who are going home to England.  
There are remaining here 3 of our companies. We feel a deal of coldness in the Weather 
here from what is was in Fremantle, however we are all in good health and spirits trusting 
this will find you and family in the enjoyment of that greatest of blessings without which the 
world’s wealth is nothing. Corporal Mitchell on arriving here was promoted to sergeant who 
with all the P? join me in sending our warmest wishes for your welfare and that you may 
long be spared to do good amongst the ? of Fremantle”. 
I remain dear sir, yours … 
John appears to have had an interest in heraldry and flags with carefully 
made notes and pictures. 
A separate document, created by John, has diagrams and notes on British 
Navy flags, merchant ship flags and “marine flags of all nations”. 
 
DISCHARGE  16 July 1870 
John’s discharge certificate survives, “2nd Batt 14th Regiment of Foot. These 
are to certify that No. 1413 Corporal John Thomas born in the Parish of 
Birkenhead… was enlisted at Liverpool for the 65th Regiment on the 28th 
February 1860 at the Age of 18 Years. That the Service he is entitled to 
reckon is 10 years 139 days towards the completion of his limited 
engagement, 10 Years 132 Days towards Pay and Pension. That he is 
discharged in consequence of his having claimed it on termination of his just 
Period of limited Engagement. 
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DISCHARGE Continued 
Service abroad 9 years 182 days. Dated at Camp Colchester 26 day of June 
1870. 16th July 1870 discharge of John Thomas confirmed”. 
It is clear he spent the majority of his service abroad. The discharge 
certificate also provides his “character and conduct, as reported by 
regimental board”. “Conduct good: he is in possession of one good conduct 
badge”. His “particulars of Marching Money” were “five shillings from the 
Paymaster 2/14th Foot and Warrants to intended place of residence”. 
The details of his appearance are unchanged from his enlistment except his 
age is now 28.5 and that he has gained half an inch in height. Occupation is 
still painter and his intended place of residence was Liverpool. 
 
REFERENCE 
 
Captain Morgan of the 14th Regiment wrote John a reference on 1/7/1870 at 
Camp Colchester, “Corporal John Thomas served in the 14th Regt for 
upwards of ten years during which time he has been an exceedingly good 
character. He has been a Non-Commissioned Officer for a considerable 
portion of his service and gave very great satisfaction, he belonged to my 
Company for several years and I have always found him an honest – sober 
and very well conducted man and a clean and good soldier”. 
 
A FREE MAN 
After his army service John married Ellen Leather on 24 December 1874. The 
contemporary copy of the certificate survives. John was of full age, bachelor, 
painter, living in Woolton. His father was David Thomas joiner. Ellen was also 
of full age of Woolton. Both John and Ellen signed the certificate. The 
witnesses were David Charles Thomas (the brother to whom John wrote) and 
Rebecca Lloyd. 
 
DEMISE 
A receipt survives for John’s burial at Toxteth Park Cemetery, Smithdown 
Road. It indicates that F. C. Thomas* paid £1 15s on 16 July 1912 “for the 
interment of the late John Thomas in Section A right No. 222.  
 
The funeral to be at the Cemetery on Wednesday next, at 3 o’clock pm”. The 
fee was made of interment 15s. removing and replacing stones 15s. and 
ecclesiastical fee 5s. There is a further receipt for the same date of 2s 6d for 
the registration of the grave, again paid by F. C. Thomas. The bill for the 
funeral directors also survives, dated 17/7/1912. The expenses came to £7 
15s. £7 for “furnishing funeral of the late John Thomas interred at Smithdown 
Cemetery as per agreement” and 15s. for “pair horse, rubber tyred carriage.” 

• Frederik Charles Thomas was John’s son (Helen’s Great Grandfather) 
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TOXTETH PARK CEMETERY 
 
 
 

 
Toxeth Cemetery Liverpool 

 
The envelope from the undertakers provided a few details… 

 
“Funeral of the late John Thomas, Dingle Mortuary. 

Funeral starts with the body in the Hearse from 
136, Briardale Road. Toxteth Church 3 pm”. 
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List of Recorded Letters sent by  
No. 1413 Corporal John Thomas – 14th Regiment  

 
WANGANUI 

  13 October 1865  ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  6 November 1865  Ken Markham Collection 
  4 December 1865  ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  4 January 1866   ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  5 March 1866   Robert Odenweller collection 

                                          (Adhesive does not appear to belong) 
  5 April 1866   ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  5 April 1866   Klaus Moller Collection. 
  3 August 1866    ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  3 August 1866   ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  Date 1865/66   ex Ellott at Te Papa 

HOBART TOWN 
  22 December 1866  ex Ellott at Te Papa 
  22 December 1866  Details unknown 

  
 

This article has been specially produced for Mr. Ian and Dr Helen Pitts. 
Ian’s wife (Maiden name Thomas) inherited a number  
of items relating to John Thomas, these included: - 

  
  Copy & extracts from a diary covering the events 3 January 1866 – 6 March 1866. 
  A coloured plan of Mount Trafford Redoubt with Capt. Buck's tent, sentry  points,   
  powder magazine etc all marked. 
  A coloured sketch of the Redoubt. 
  A coloured sketch of Alexander's Farm Redoubt.  
  Attestation and discharge papers. 
  Reference provided by Capt. Morgan. 
  John Thomas’s army book. 
  A few notes and a draft letter relating to New Zealand. 
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Appendix 

John Thomas’s Diary 
 

General Chute Campaign between Wanganui and Taranaki 
 

Page 1 
 

 
 

3 & 4 January 1866 
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4 & 6 January 1866 
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7 January 1866 
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7 January 1866 
 
 
 



 43 

 
 

Page 5 
 

 
 

8 – 13 January 1966 
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13 January 1866 
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13 – 15 January 1866 
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16 – 17 January 1866 
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18 – 19 January 1866 
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19 – 22 January 1866 
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22 – 25 January 1866 
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25 – 27 January 1866 
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27 January – 1 February 1866 
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1 – 3 February 1866 
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3 – 8 February 1866 
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Page 16  
 

 
 

8 & 24 -February and 6 March 1866 
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Alexander’s Farm. January 20 1865 
 
 
 

" Believe nothing that you hear, 
a quarter of what you read, 

and only a half of what you see, 
and check and recheck your facts" 

Percy de Worms 
 
 

We make a living by what we get. 
We make a life by what we give. 

Winston Churchill 
 
 

I freely admit that any errors and omissions are purely my own. 
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