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14th Regiment Buckinghamshire 2 nd Battalion

Sir Edward Hales formed the 14th Regiment in 1685, from a company of
one hundred musketeers and pikemen recruited at Canterbury and in the
neighbourhood.

On the 1% January 1686, the establishment consisted of ten Companies,
three Officers, two Sergeants, two corporals, one Drummer and 50
soldiers plus staff.

In 1751 the Regiment officially became known as the 14th Foot instead of
by the Colonel s name. The Regi
home and abroad.

In 1804 a second battalion was formed at Bedford, by Lieut-Colonel
William Bligh, and was disbanded in 1817 after service in the lonian
Islands.

In 1813 a third battalion was formed by Lieut-Colonel James Stewart from
volunteers from the Militia, but this battalion was disbanded in 1816.

The Regiment was sent to the Crimea in 1855, and Brevet Lieut-Colonel
Sir James Alexander joined them after resigning his Staff appointment in
Canada.

In January 1858, the Regiment was reformed into two Battalions, and
Lieut- Colonel Bell, VC., was appointed Lieut-Colonel of the Regiment.
On 1 April 1858, the establishment of the 2nd Battalion was increased to
12 Companies, and the rank and file from 708 to 956.

On the 23 April 1858, Lieut-Colonel Sir James Alexander assumed
command of the 2nd. Battalion. Lieut-Colonel Bell returned to the 23rd
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. The 2nd. Battalion at this time numbered only 395
NCOGs and men, but by April 1859
being obtained mainly from the Liverpool district.
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NEW ZEALAND BOUND

On 8 September 1860, Headquarters and five Companies of the 2nd
Battalion under the command of Colonel Sir James E. Alexander
proceeded by rail from Curragh to Cork and embarked on the Robert Lowe
for New Zealand, arriving at Auckland on 29 November 1860.

By the “ Robert Lawe", the head quhEL&pi:lwéfr the 2nd
battalion of the 14th Faot arrived here,; they are over
five hundred strong, - - ~

| The followifig is the list of officers ‘—<Tieut,-Ci.Sin
Ay f,laxa.nder, K,C.L.S.; Major W. Douglas; Cap-

taihs B, 'W. Saunders, A. Strange, W. A. Dobie, L |
W, H. Grésson ; Liguteriants K. Hill, G. H.

peit J:'A. ‘Andervon, J. B{'Frizell! J.'8. Johrison ;
Enxigns J. Lawrence, C.'Curtis, 0T McMahon, A,
L. t]-:_'{;i en,; . Adjutant ' J. Glancky,  Quarter-Master J.
Sﬁrﬁq uxgéonJ. ‘B, Carte, Assistant Surgeon T.
Catbefis, ¢ ' '

. Thé détachment of the'65th which recently arrived
fromLaranaki were under: orders to return there yes-
terday morning, and have embarked accordingly on
board the ¢ Niger,’ ' g

Tt i said that Commodore Loring leaves for Eng-
land by the next mail, .and that the command of the
station will be assumed by’ Comniodore Seymour of the
the ¢ Pelorus.’

The 14th are to land to-day foronoon,

Southern Cross Newspaper 30 November 1860



Sir James E. Alexander
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A second division under Major Dwyer embarked in the Boanerges at Cork

on 10 September arriving in New Zealand on 24 December 1860.
by Sir Edward Hales.

S

December 2{—Do nerges, 1236 tons, Dunn, from
Cork, w.th 480 men of H.M 14th Rey., 42 women,
41 childien, aud baguage; 14 officas, 4 ofhcars
wives, 5 officars’ elviden, and 2 ofticers’ female sex-
yvants.

A third division under Captain Vivian consisting of a single Company

embarked in the Sevilla arriving in Auckland on 26 February 1861.
Southern Cross Newspaper 1 March 1861

February 26—Sevilla, ship, 598 tons, H. Kerr, from
London, vid Cork. Passengers—Captain Vivian,
Lieut. Keogh, Ensign Lantry; 110 rank and file
14th Regt. ; Lieut. Cooke, 40th Regt. ; D.A.C.G.
Newlands, Assistant Surgeon Tomhnson, Francis,
Wilkelmina, aud Elizabeth Power, Ann Doyle, John
Elizabeth, Mary, Robert, Anna, Jane, John, and
Charles McCarthy, J. Meiklejohn, T Kelsey, R.S.
Jackson, Charlotte, Dertha, and Vida Meiklejohn.
D. Nathan & Co , agents.

Auckland

Headquarters of the 14" stayed at the Barracks in Auckland , and Major
Dwyer with eight Officers and 296 men went to Wellington .
Captain Barnes went to Napier with five Officers and 212 men.

Taranaki

On 4 January 1861, Major Douglas, in command of two Companies
consisting of seven Officers and 200 men, proceeded to Taranaki .



Taranaki

The Officers of the 14th on active duty in the Taranaki campaign were
Major Douglas, Captains Mclver, Saunders and Strange, Lieutenants Hill,
Phelps and Frizell, and Ensigns Lawrence and Curtis.

Captain A. Strange Lieutenant J. B. Frizell

The First Taranaki War

The first shots were fired on 17 March 1860. The Maori stockade Fort was
attacked by men of the 65" Regiment and a few seamen from HMS Niger.
Other more fierce fighting pursued including the Battle of Waireka, carried
out my men of the 40" & 65" Regiments, Royal Artillery, Volunteers and
Militia, together with a Naval Brigade from both HMS Niger and HMS Iris.



Taranaki

On the 14 January Major-General Pratt with a Force of between six
hundred and seven hundred men of the 12", 14", 40", & 65" Regiments,
together with the Naval Brigade, marched from Waitara towards Huirangi,
and came under heavy fire from the Maoris, who had manned their rifle-
pits and trenches between Kairau and Huirangi.

The 14" Regiment took an active part in all the engagements until the
ceasefire on 19 March 1861.

23 January No. 3 Redoubt, Huirangi
10 February No. 7 Redoubt, Huirangi
3 March Brooklands (New Plymouth)
5 March Pr at t 0Sap dt TerAgpi
17 March Prattodos | ong Sap at

British Losses during this first Taranaki Campaign

Date Location Killed Wounded

17 March 1860 Waitara 2 2

28 March Waireka 2 12

27 June Puke-ta-kauere 30 34

7 September Huirangi 1 2

12 October Kaihihi River

6 November Mahoetahi 4 17

30 December Mata-rikoriko 3 20

23 January 1861 No. 3 Redoubt 5 11

10 February No. 7 Redoubt 2 28

3 March Brooklands (NP) 1 1

5 March Sap at Te Arei 1 4

17 March Sap at Te Arei 1

| have not found details of the losses sustained by the 14" Regiment.

Otahuhu

On the 18 May 1861, Headquarters left Auckland for Otahuhu where they
were joined by the Companies which had been engaged at Taranaki. In
December 1861, the Regiment was transferred to Pokeno.

Colonel Sir James Alexander was in command of the construction of the
military road between Drury and Pokeno.

See the Road to War by Maurice Lennard 1985 Whakatane Historical Society.



Colonel Sir James Alexander

OTAHUHU - MILITARY ROAD - 1861

Colonel Sir James Alexander [14th Regiment] was in command of the construction of the Military Road into the
Waikato. The road was 13 Miles long, southwards from Drury, through 7 miles of dense forest and over a major
range, to the village of POKENO near the north bank of the Waikato River. Imperial troops were assembled at the
main Army Camp at OTAHUHU and work on the road began in December 1861, and was completed in June 1862.

Colonel Sir James Alexander - 14th Regiment

COLONEL SIR JAMES ALEXANDER TO THE GOVERNMENT SURVEYOR AT NEW PLYMOUTH

OTAHUHU - 12 AUGUST 1861

AUCKLAND 13 AUGUST 1861 - NEW PLYMOUTH 6 SEPTEMBER 1861

Postal Markings Manuscript endorsement on flap

Ola Mo Moo
ey 773/,

Adhesives One Penny [pair[ Richardson Printing on white paper [SG 8]
Franked Lower left corner J.E.A.
X1V

Colonel Sir James E. Alexander 14th Regiment

Auckland 12 August 1861 Letter from Sir James Alexander




No. 3 Colour Sergeant John Doig

AUCKLAND - 14th REGIMENT - 1861

The 14th [Buckinghamshire] Regiment, known as ‘The Old and Bold’ The 2nd Battalion left Queenstown [Cork] in Southern Ireland
in September - October 1860 and went direct to Auckland, this was followed six months later by further reinforcements. The main
part of the Regiment took part in the WAIKATO campaign, later in 1865 they were in Wanganui under Major-General Trevor Chute.

N¢ 32 Colour Sergeant John Doig - 14th Regiment

AUCKLAND 6 MAY 1861 - LIMERICK [Ireland] 22 JULY 1861

Adhesive One Penny value [SG8] John Richardson, Auckland
Printing on White Wove Paper

Postal Rate SOLDIERS CONCESSION RATE
One Penny Concession Rate under halif ounce.

The envelope has been drawn up in accordance with the
Regulations i.e. Rank, Name and Number and Regiment
and properly countersigned by the Officer Commanding.
Colonel Sir James E. Alexander of the 14th Regiment®.

N¢ 32 Colour Sergeant John Doig, left Queenstown [Ireland] on 16 October 1860 aboard the SEVILLA, which

arrived in Auckland on 25 February 1861, and he was discharged [no details] in New Zealand on 23 July 1866.

*Colonel Sir James E. Alexander of the 14th Regiment, was in charge of construction of the Military Road from Drury to Pokeno
[Queen's Redoubt] December 1861 to June 1862. Headquarters left the Auckland Barracks for Otahuhu on 18 May 1861.

Auckland 6 May 1861 Soldiers 1d Concession Rate Letter
Countersigned by Sir James Alexander




Colonel Sir James Alexander

Camp Pokeno & Drury FREE FRANKED nO.
From Sir James Alexander
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